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Jacob, Melinda

From: DRC
Subject: FW: Written Comment on #DRCP2024-0009

From: Elizabeth Ehrenberg <eliz.ehren@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2026 9:37 PM 
To: DRC <DRC@berkeleyca.gov> 
Subject: Written Comment on #DRCP2024-0009 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in regards to project #DRCP2024-0009 that would demolish three commercial buildings 
at 2955 Shattuck Ave and construct a mixed-use building in its place. I write to express my strong 
opposition to this project. I am a licensed clinical social worker who provides mental health services at 
2955 Shattuck Ave. Demolishing the building would push out my small business, as well as multiple 
other therapy professionals who provide needed mental health services in that building. Moreover, 
the office rent at 2955 Shattuck is below-market rate for the area. This reasonable rent has made it 
possible for me to provide mental health care to underserved populations such as low-income 
students, as well as elderly and disabled individuals on Medicare. It is extremely unlikely I would be 
able to find a similar office rent elsewhere in this area.  

Thank you for reading my written comment. I plan to attend the Design Review Committee meeting 
this Thursday August 20th, 2026 and would like to submit a public comment at that time. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Ehrenberg, LCSW 

--  
Elizabeth Ehrenberg, LCSW 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 
Psychotherapy, Somatic Therapy, & Living Improv 
Berkeley, CA 
(phone) 510.473.2320 
(fax) 510.201.2938 
www.elizabethehrenberg.com 
www.livingimprovgroups.com 
eliz.ehren@gmail.com 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission may contain privileged and/or 
confidential information only for use by the intended recipients. Any use, distribution, copying or 
disclosure by any person,other than the intended recipients is strictly prohibited and may be subject 
to civil action and/or criminal penalties. If you received this transmission in error, please notify the 
sender by reply e-mail or by telephone and delete the transmission. 

Late Communications 
Design Review Committee 

August 20, 2026
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Jacob, Melinda

From: DRC
Subject: FW: #DRCP2024-0009 Public comment submission

From: Caroline McDowell <bayareamft@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2026 3:01 PM 
To: DRC <DRC@berkeleyca.gov> 
Subject: #DRCP2024-0009 Public comment submission 
 
WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is 

safe.  
Regarding #DRCP2024-0009   
 
I am a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist who has been a tenant at 2955 Shattuck Ave. Suite #4, 
Berkeley, CA 94707 since 2008.  As a solo small business owner doing business in the City of Berkeley for 
almost 20 years it is very important for me to share that I am deeply disapproving of this proposed 
project.  On my floor alone at the 2955 Shattuck Ave. address of this project there are currently 22 other 
solo small business owners who are also Licensed Marriage Family Therapists, Psychologists, Licensed 
Clinical Social Workers and pre-licensed Associates under Supervision all providing vital mental health 
services to the local community.  The 2 other buildings involved in this proposed project also are rented 
to a significant number of additional mental health professionals who are also small business owners in 
the City of Berkeley and doing business at this location for many years.  I believe it would be a great 
disservice to allow this project to move forward for many reasons, but the one I am most upset about is 
how many small business owners it would displace or put out of business and the significant number of 
clients benefitting from being able to receive their therapy and mental health services in person with their 
clinical providers.  There is also significant benefit to this office being so close to the Ashby BART, many 
bus routes, but also within walking distance of the UC Berkeley campus making accessibility possible for 
folks who cannot afford or choose not to drive a vehicle.   
Thank you for taking my comments into consideration.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Caroline McDowell, MA, LMFT #47351 
2955 Shattuck Ave. #4 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
510-496-3457 (voicemail) 
bayareamft@gmail.com 
www.bayareamft.com 
 
Bay Area MFT, A Marriage and Family Therapy Corporation 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and  privileged 
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and 
destroy all copies of the original message. 
 
Note to Clients:  Please note that for urgent matters a call to my office is needed to ensure that I receive and am able to respond to your message in a timely manner. 
Please also be aware that there are inherent confidentiality risks in communicating by email.  While safeguards are in place to ensure your privacy, you should not use 
email communication if you are concerned about any breaches of privacy that may inadvertently occur.  Contacting me via email implies acceptance of this risk 
and acknowledgment of informed consent.  

Late Communications 
Design Review Committee 

August 20, 2026
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