
   

 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704    Tel: 510.981.6998   TDD: 510.981.6903       Fax: 510.981-6960 
E-mail: FCPC@cityofberkeley.info 

 
Fair Campaign Practices Commission 
Open Government Commission 
 
 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETING OF THE FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES 
COMMISSION AND THE OPEN GOVERNMENT COMMISSION 

 

MEETING AGENDA 
June 20, 2024 

6:30 p.m. 
 

2180 Milvia St., Berkeley, CA 94704  
1st Floor, Cypress Room 

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request a disability-
related accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or 
services, please contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 
(TDD) at least three business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from 
wearing scented products to this meeting. 
 
Secretary: Samuel Harvey  

 
The Commission may act on any item on this agenda 

 
1. Call to Order 6:30 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call. 

 
3. Public Comment.  Comments on subjects not on the agenda that are within the 

Commissions’ purview are heard at the beginning of meeting.  Speakers may 
comment on agenda items when the Commission hears those items.  

 
4. Approval of minutes for May 16, 2024 FCPC-OGC Special Meeting 

 
Fair Campaign Practices Commission (FCPC) Agenda 

 
5. Reports. 

a. Report from Chair. 
b. Report from Staff. 

 
6. Complaint re Ruben Hernandez Story for Council 2024; discussion and possible 

action.   
 

7. Complaint re Californians for Safety and Security; discussion and possible action. 
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8. FCPC Work Plan; discussion and possible action. 
 

Open Government Commission (OGC) Agenda  

 
9. Reports. 

a. Report from Chair. 
b. Report from Staff. 

 
10. Open Government Commission Work Plan; discussion and possible action 

 
11. Communication from Kelly Hammargren re Zoom access for commission 

meetings; discussion and possible action 
 

Information Items 

 
12. Public Financing Candidate Certifications: 

a. Shoshana O’Keefe 
 

13. Adjournment. 

 
Communications 

None 
 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website.  
Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not 
required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or 
committee, will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or 
any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. 
Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If 
you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include 
that information in your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, 
commission or committee for further information. SB 343 Disclaimer:  Any writings or 
documents provided to a majority of the Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be 
made available for public inspection at the City Attorney’s Office at 2180 Milvia St., 4th Fl., 
Berkeley, CA. 



2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704    Tel: 510.981.6998   TDD: 510.981.6903  Fax: 510.981-6960 
E-mail: FCPC@cityofberkeley.info 

Fair Campaign Practices Commission 
Open Government Commission 

DRAFT MINUTES 
May 16, 2024 

CONCURRENT SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES 
COMMISSION AND THE OPEN GOVERNMENT COMMISSION 

Civic Center 
2180 Milvia Street 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
Cypress Room 

Secretary: Samuel Harvey 

Members Present:   Patrick O’Donnell, Kitt Saginor 

Also Present:  Samuel Harvey, Staff Secretary 

1. Call to Order

Chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Roll Call

Roll call taken

3. Public Comment

Two speakers.

4. Approval of Minutes:

a. April 18, 2024 FCPC-OGC Concurrent Special Meeting

a. Public comment: No speakers
b. Commission discussion and action

Motion to approve minutes (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Saginor; Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: 
none; Abstain: none; Absent: Ching, Blome, Isselbacher.) 
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FCPC Agenda 
 

5. Reports 
 

a. Report from Chair 
b. Report from Staff 

 
6. Report from negotiating subcommittee: Mike Chang for School Board 2022. 
 

a.  Public comment: No speakers 
b.  Commission discussion 

 
7. Request for opinion from Todd Andrew pursuant to BMC § 2.12.220 

 
a. Public Comment: one speaker 
b. Commission discussion and action 

 
Motion to approve draft opinion and provide to requestor (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Saginor; 
Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: none; Abstain: none; Absent: Ching, Blome, 
Isselbacher.) 
 
8. Request for opinion from Re-Elect Mayor Jesse Arreguin 2024 pursuant to 

BMC § 2.12.220 
 

a. Public Comment: No speakers 
b. Commission discussion and action 

 
Motion to direct Secretary to draft an opinion and provide the opinion to the requesting 
party (M/S/C: Saginor/O’Donnell; Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: none; Abstain: none; 
Absent: Ching, Blome, Isselbacher.) 
 
9. Request for opinion from Nicholas Sanders pursuant to BMC § 2.12.220 

 
a. Public comment: No speakers 
b. Commission discussion and action 

 
Motion to direct Secretary to draft an opinion and provide the opinion to the requesting 
party (M/S/C: Saginor/O’Donnell; Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: none; Abstain: none; 
Absent: Ching, Blome, Isselbacher.) 
 
 

OGC Agenda 
 
10. Reports 

 
a. Report from Chair 
b. Report from Staff 
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11. Public Records Act complaint from Chris Nardi 
 

a. Public comment: One speaker 
b. Commission discussion and action 

 
Motion to direct Secretary to review complaint and return at a future meeting with a 
report, and advise relevant City departments to remedy any irregularity if appropriate 
(M/S/C: Saginor/O’Donnell; Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: none; Abstain: none; 
Absent: Ching, Blome, Isselbacher.) 
 
 
12. Recommendation to City Council re agenda item description practices 
 

a. Public comment: No speakers 
b. Commission discussion and action 

 
Motion to approve draft letter for submission to Council (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Saginor; 
Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: none; Abstain: none; Absent: Ching, Blome, 
Isselbacher.) 
 

Joint FCPC-OGC Agenda 
 
13. 2024-25 Work plans; discussion and possible action 

i. FCPC Work Plan 
ii. OGC Work Plan 

 
a. Public comment: No speakers 
b. Commission discussion 

 
14. Inclusion of Land Acknowledgment in Commission meeting practices. 

 
a. Public comment: No speakers 
b. Commission discussion 

 
15. Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn.  (M/S/C: O’Donnell/Saginor; Ayes: O’Donnell, Saginor; Noes: none; 
Abstain: none; Absent: Ching, Blome, Isselbacher.) 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
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Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

Date: June 17, 2024 

To: Fair Campaign Practices Commission  

From: Samuel Harvey, Secretary 

Subject: Complaint re Ruben Hernandez Story for Council 2024 

The Commission received the attached complaint alleging violations of the Berkeley 
Election Reform Act (“BERA”) (BMC Ch. 2.12.) by campaign committee Ruben 
Hernandez Story for Council 2024 (“Committee”).  

The complaint alleges that the Committee failed to properly report certain expenditures on 
its election reports, as well as potential noncompliance with rules related to disclaimers on 
campaign communications. 

The Secretary recommends that the Commission direct the Secretary to investigate the 
complaint and return to the Commission with a report at a future meeting.  

Attachments: 

1. Complaint
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Complaint of Noncompliance 
Berkeley Election Reform Act ("BERA")* 

- Fair Campaign Practices Commission

Full Name: Otto Julian Pippenger 
Date: 4/18/24 
Address: 
E-mail (optional but suggested):
___ Otto.pippenger@gmail.com _________________ _ 
Phone ( optional but suggested) 

___ (415) 971-9559 ____________ _ 
Party or parties alleged to have committed or are about to commit a violation of BERA: 

Ruben Hernandez Story for Council 2024 

Clear, concise and accurate statement of the facts that constitute the violation of BERA. 
If additional space is needed, you may attach additional pages: 

As an area resident, I was curious to review Ruben's election committee filed its April 
17th 2024 Form 460 which is seemingly without reporting of what appear to be 
significant expenses, listing only campaign signs, ActBlue & Credit Card fees, and the 
state & local filing fees. 

Evidently left out items include a mass text (seemingly directly from the campaign 
which have reached a number of my personal acquaintances in the district) which did 
not include FPPC information/ a "Paid for by" disclaimer and which does not appear in 
the 460 as an expense either through a service or third party vendor, and hosting fees 
for the campaign website https://www.ruben4berkeley.com/ (which includes a standard 
"paid for by" disclaimer- Paid for by Ruben Hernandez Story for Council 2024, FPPC ID 
# 1467466 
Copyright © 2024, All rights reserved.) Also seemingly missing are fees for the 4 staff 

members, (if paid as the answer seems to suggest) mentioned in questionnaires such as 

this one at https://t.ly/k4Bfz including/as well as the Campaign Manager, Treasurer, 

and Consultant listed. 

If these are oversights, they should be correctable, but if paid for by personal funds or 

third parties, I believe this would constitute a violation of both 460 filing requirements 

and rules of the financing program, giving a significant advantage to Ruben Hernandez 
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Story's campaign over those which are adhering to BERA. 

Attached by email are the Form 460 filing in question, an image of the text message to 

residents, and the questionnaire mentioning paid staff. The website and questionnaire 

URLs are also included in the text of this document above. 

Documents: Attach any documentation supporting the facts alleged. 

See above, documents attached by email- image of text message, copy of Form 460, 

and Questionnaire (East Bay Young Democrats) and https://www.ruben4berkeley.com/ 
(Campaign Website URL) 

Statements that are not based upon personal knowledge should identify the source of 
information that gives rise to the complainant's belief in the truth of such statements. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that all 
information submitted hereon and in the attachments is true and correct. 

Signature Ofto.7.� Date 4/18/24 

*Use this "Complaint of Noncompliance" form to allege a violation of BERA pursuant to Berkeley

Municipal Code Section 2.12.225 and the Procedures of the Fair Campaign Practices Commission.
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Text Message 

Tue, Apr 2 at 6:12 PM 

H1, W1ll'iam! This 1s Henry w/ Ruben 
Hernandez Story for Berkeley City •C,ouncd 
am excited to introduce you to Ruben 
Hernadez who is running for Berkeley City 
Council in District 4 .. From advocating for 
housing near BART stations to improving 
safety for pedestrians and cychsts, Ruben is 
committed to uphft1ng all residents. With 
support from Mayor .Jesse Arreguin and a 
supermaJ·ority of the Berkeley City Council, 
he 1s ready to lead Berkeley. Wilham, can we 
count on your support? Learn more .at 
ruben4berkeleY. .. com .. Reply STOP to Stop .. 

r!1 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire

2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

PLEASE NOTE: Anything submitted here will be published on line. You will have the opportunity to submit a 

candidate video at the end of the questionnaire. Questions? Please email info@ebY.d.org. 

East Bay Young Democrats (EBYD) work to encourage young people in Alameda County and West Contra 

Costa County to take an active role in their community through activism, policy, and politics and contribute 

to the growth and influence of the ideals and philosophy of the Democratic Party. 

We strive to promote candidates, ballot measures, and policies that: advance economic, environmental, 

and social justice in all East Bay communities; help and empower young people and members of 

marginalized communities to be able to afford to live and thrive in the Bay Area; ensure that the East Bay 

remains a vibrant, diverse, and welcoming community; continue the Bay Area's leadership in environmental 

protection and accessible and affordable transit; and defend the civil/human rights and liberties of 

everyone in our community. 

Email* 

ruben4berkeley@gmail.com 

Full Name* 

Ruben Hernandez Story 

Gender Pronouns * 

he/him/el 

Elected Office Sought ( ex. Galactic Senate District 77) * 

Berkeley City Council District 4 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1 pl9VOtO0ZGZlyh IUiZk9Eyygo YtHLJ61A 1 06kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU 1 . . . 1 /9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

Political Party Affiliation (NOTE: EBYD can only endorse candidates who 

are registered Democrats) 

0 American Independent Party

@ Democratic Party

0 Green Party

0 Libertarian Party

0 Peace and Freedom Party

0 Republican Party

0 No Party Preference

Campaign Information 

Mailing Address (Street, City, State, ZIP Code) * 

2427 McKinley Avenue, Apt 3, Berkeley, CA 94703 

Candidate Email Address * 

ruben4berkeley@gmail.com 
___ .................................. ___

Candidate Phone Number* 

5106035884 

* 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 2/9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 

Website* 

www.ruben4berkeley.com 

Campaign Manager Full Name* 

Dyana Delff n Polk 

Campaign Manager Email Address* 

campaignmanagerdyana@gmail.com 

Campaign Manager Phone Number* 

2096585837 

Treasurer Full Name* 

Jill Martinucci 

Consultant Full Name 

Ben Gould 

Consulting Firm Full Name 

2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 3/9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 

Full Campaign Committee Name* 

Ruben Hernandez Story for Council 2024 

FPPC ID Number* 

1467466 

Experience and Priorities 

Why are you running?* 

2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

As a Mexican immigrant and first-generation college graduate who grew up in Section 8 housing, I know 

firsthand the kinds of sacrifices working people have to make to support themselves and their families. I am 

committed to redressing the historic harm done to marginalized communities and ensuring that the City of 

Berkeley and our partner institutions are accountable for uplifting and supporting the workers whose labor 

keeps them afloat. As a public servant, organizer, and leader with over eight years of experience at the state 

and local level, I am best positioned to build the coalitions and consensus necessary to advance the 

Berkeley City Council's legacy of pragmatic, progressive policies and reforms. My desire to continue serving 

the community that has welcomed me and my fiancee with open arms is what is driving this campaign. I 

care about my neighbors and I care about the community I have called home for the last six years. I have the 

experience necessary to make the right decisions and the ability to bring people together amidst divides on 

our council, decisions rooted in ensuring that our District 4 neighbors are heard and represented well. I will 

fight to address the housing supply and affordability crisis and protect renters like me, reduce our 

greenhouse gas emissions through a climate and mobility justice lens, strengthen community policing, 

accountability, and non-police intervention so that our officers can focus on addressing violent crimes and 

thefts, provide compassionate care for our unsheltered neighbors - not criminalize them, revitalize our 

Downtown and invest in our restaurants, nightlife, arts, and cultural programming while ensuring worker 

protections and economic mobility, and work transparently with city staff to balance our workload and 

diversify and increase our revenue sources. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 4/9 

ITEM NO. 6-ATTACHMENT 1



4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

Why are you seeking our endorsement?* 

When I moved to Berkeley in 2018, one of the first things I did was look up "young Democrats", and the East 

Bay Young Democrats showed up on my feed. I went to the next meeting - and the rest was history. I am 

proud to be a long-time member and board member, especially now that I have the honor of serving as 

president. My entire California history (and future) is tied to EBYD and the amazing community it has 

provided. I am seeking EBYD's endorsement not only because I am an active member, but because I strongly 

believe in the power and voice of young people to shape not only our future, but our present. We have to 

deal with the consequences of today, tomorrow, and we are owed more than lip service. As the largest 

young Democrat organization in the East Bay, and one of the largest Young Democrat organizations in the 

region and statewide, EBYD helps to shape policies and hold our elected leaders accountable. I would be 

honored to earn EBYD's endorsement and bring them to the table and beyond at Berkeley City Hall. 

What have you done to empower young people (age 14-35)? * 

As a long-time active member of EBYD, the Latine Young Democrats of the East Bay, and the California 

Young Democrats, I have been involved in various meetings, events, and initiatives that have helped not only 

connect our members with elected officials and other decision makers, but give them a voice at the table. 

We have endorsed and volunteered for candidates that fight for us and supported state and local legislation 

that addresses our pressing issues through letters of support, phonebanking, canvassing, and more. In my 

time with EBYD, we have been a strong and diverse group that has created spaces for members of varying 

levels of political involvement to gain the knowledge and toolset they need to stay engaged with what is 

going on in our region and state. In my day jobs working at the state and local government levels as a 

legislative assistant, I have helped provide the perspective of young people by ensuring that political and 

nonpartisan youth organizations are providing their input on legislation or ordinances our offices work on as 

well as our interns. I look forward to continuing to do so on council with legislative aides that also reflect 

the youth perspective that has shaped me into the individual I am today. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 5/9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

Please provide examples of projects, votes, or propositions through which you have 

supported/led young people. 

* 

In EBYD and LYDEB, I have served in various capacities, including president, policy director, communications 

director, and more. Whether presiding over meetings, ensuring that fellow board members views and 

perspectives are heard and that we are sharing the workload, researching and gathering data on legislation 

and candidates for our endorsement consideration, or compiling our messages and stories for our 

newsletter and social media accounts, I have spent the last six years in leadership positions supporting and 

leading young people, while also being supported and led by young people myself. In my day jobs, I have 

also led interns and supported them by giving them the space to grow into their roles while ensuring that 

their internship goals were being met. A lot of the work that I have worked on over the last eights years as a 

legislative aide has had direct impacts on young people - a Berkeley Green New Deal, bus, cycling, and 

pedestrian improvements, increasing the housing supply and affordability, economic recovery, and more. 

Anything I work on is largely done through the eyes of how it particularly impacts young people, especially 

those younger than me. We need to invest in a pipeline of young leadership and look out for future 

generations, always. 

What do you think are the top three issues impacting young people (age 14-35) that are relevant *

to the office you are seeking? (please rank in order of priority) 

Housing affordability and stability 

Climate and mobility justice 

Equitable economic recovery 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 6/9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

For each of the three issues listed above, what is a policy you would propose to address that 

issue? 

I will invest in the city's affordable housing trust fund, rental assistance, eviction protection, and ownership 

opportunities, work to streamline the permitting process for new homes being built, including ADUs, tiny 

homes, and middle housing, and advance innovative solutions like the city's social housing pilot and 

* 

housing preference policy to redress the displacement of low-income households of color. I believe a 

housing-first approach is critical to serving our unhoused neighbors. I will invest in rapid rehousing services, 

transitional housing, and permanent supportive housing for individuals with severe mental health needs, as 

demonstrated by the Hope Center on Berkeley Way. 

I will support transit-first policies and infrastructure, such as bicycle and pedestrian safety improvements, 

bus rapid transit, pedestrian plazas, bringing the Berkeley ferry online, and expanding access to electric 

micro-mobility options for low-income residents such as e-bike rebate programs and subsidized bike share 

and transit passes for residents in transit-oriented multifamily buildings. I will support transit oriented 

development. Building more housing near jobs, transit, and amenities feeds three birds with one scone: it 

improves housing availability and affordability, it reduces traffic into Berkeley, and it lowers emissions. I will 

work to update our natural gas prohibition and energy efficiency standards to advance building 

decarbonization and increase our investment in ongoing zero waste strategies, such as compost bins for 

retailers and multifamily apartment buildings. 

I will support our arts, culture, hospitality, restaurants, and nightlife by improving safety and transit access 

to enable more late-night dining and entertainment in our downtown business district. I will work with 

business groups, community nonprofits, and the UC to attract new and retain legacy businesses. I will 

support adaptive reuse of underutilized commercial buildings and improve staffing and streamlining to 

speed up permitting for new small, local businesses. I will support the right to organize for all workers and 

workplace and hazard protections. I will support apprenticeships, health care, labor standards, and project 

labor agreements. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 7/9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire 

How would you address the obstacles (political, budgetary, etc.) that you would need to 

overcome to implement the policies you proposed? Please be reasonably specific; a plan with 

no real prospect of enactment does little to help young people (age 14-35). 

I will support replenishing the City's Reserve Fund and expanding and diversifying citywide revenue sources 

to pay for existing and future programs and provide resilience in the face of economic changes. I will work 

with the City Manager and City Auditor to identify cost savings opportunities without reducing services, 

* 

such as updating technology to streamline operations and service delivery. I will ensure an orderly and 

transparent annual budget process to enable community input on City priorities and focus resources on 

critical operations. My goal will be to bring a voice to the council that is both progressive and pragmatic and 

that is going to uplift all voices in the District, including if we are initially on opposing sides of an issue, in 

order to ensure that everyone is heard in the decision making process. I will work diligently to have a 

constant stream of communication with residents via my newsletter, social media accounts, meetings, and 

community conversations, including with community leaders, organizations, and unions, in order to ensure 

that all perspectives are heard, validated, and used to make final decisions. Another goal will be to be 

mindful of city staff capacity when it comes to passing too many referrals that end up in a giant backlog 

while we are understaffed as well as being mindful of how elected officials and management treat staff and 

holding each other accountable when mistreatment occurs. I will also promote opportunities to work at the 

City of Berkeley through my newsletter, social media accounts, and communications with constituents. 

Biography 

Please enter your biography here. *

I was born in Mexico and raised in South Texas by a single mother in Section 8 housing along with my two 

siblings. Watching my mother struggle to make ends meet as a teacher's assistant making minimum wage 

taught me the importance of hard work and education from a young age. After graduating in the top 1 O of 

my high school, I was the first in my family to graduate from college, earning a degree in International 

Relations and Diplomacy from the Ohio State University. Since graduating, I have been committed to public 

service, working to ensure that disadvantaged communities receive the support they need. I have worked in 

the offices of U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown, Ohio State Senator Cecil Thomas, Richmond Mayor Tom Butt, and 

Berkeley Council member Terry Taplin, where I currently serve as his chief of staff. I have worked to advance 

initiatives on gun violence prevention and criminal justice reform, creating housing near BART stations, 

developing a West Berkeley Green New Deal, expanding bus and ferry service alongside electric vehicle 

charging, and improving safety for pedestrians and cyclists. After moving to Berkeley in 2018, I became 

deeply involved in the community. In addition to my work in Berkeley City Hall, I serve as president of the 

East Bay Young Democrats and as immediate past president of the Latine Young Democrats of the East Bay, 

where I have helped uplift voices of young people and people of color and give them a seat at the table. My 

fiancee, Sierra, and I have set down roots in District 4 with our cats Mango and Horchata. In my free time, I 

love to dine at local restaurants, visit museums and art exhibits, attend musical performances, hike at state 

and national parks, walk around town, and enjoy various films and tv series. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 8/9 
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4/11/24, 3:15 PM 2024 EBYD Candidate Questionnaire

Additional Information 

What percentage of your paid staff on your campaign are between the ages of 14 and 35? *

75% (3 out of 4) 

Please enter any additional information you want to provide here. 

I am proud to be endorsed by the Building and Construction Trades Council of Alameda County, the Nor Cal 

Carpenters Union, the Berkeley Fire Fighters Association (Local 1227), the East Bay Stonewall Democratic 

Club, Alameda County Sheriff Yesenia Sanchez, East Bay Regional Parks Director Elizabeth Echols, Berkeley 

Mayor Jesse Arregufn, El Cerrito Mayor Tessa Rudnick, Albany Mayor John Miki, former Richmond Mayor 

Tom Butt, Berkeley Vice Mayor Susan Wengraf, Berkeley City Councilmembers Rashi Kesawani, Terry Taplin, 

Ben Bartlett, and Mark Humbert, former Berkeley City Councilmembers Rigel Robinson, Linda Maio, Darryl 

Moore, and Gordon Wozniak, Berkeley School Board Vice President Ka'Dijah Brown and Director Laura 

Babbitt, Berkeley Rent Board Commissioners Stefan Elgstrand, Andy Kelley, and Vanessa Danielle Marrero, 

Peralta Colleges Trustee Dyana Delffn Polk, Former Berkeley Federation of Teachers President Barry Fike, 

the chairs of the following city boards and commissions: Planning; Transportation and Infrastructure; Parks, 

Recreation, and Waterfront; Disaster and Fire Safety; and Personnel, and various other commissioners, East 

Bay elected officials, and District 4 community members. Learn more at ruben4berkeley.com. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 

Google Forms 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pl9VOtO0ZGZlyhlUiZk9EyygoYtHLJ61A106kmgZEQM/edit#response=ACYDBNgMuOQ2NDbx8tWaFhN_MvkVmU1. .. 9/9 
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www.netfile.com

FPPC Advice: advice@fppc.ca.gov (866/275-3772)
www.fppc.ca.gov

FPPC Form 460 (Jan/2016)
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Page  of 

CALIFORNIA
FORM

Recipient Committee
Campaign Statement
Cover Page — Part 2

460

5. Officeholder or Candidate Controlled Committee

Related Committees Not Included in this Statement: List any committees

not included in this statement that are controlled by you or are primarily formed to receive
contributions or make expenditures on behalf of your candidacy.

6. Primarily Formed Ballot Measure Committee

Identify the controlling officeholder, candidate, or state measure proponent, if any.

7. Primarily Formed Candidate/Officeholder Committee  List names of
officeholder(s) or candidate(s) for which this committee is primarily formed.

Attach continuation sheets if necessary

www.netfile.com

FPPC Advice: advice@fppc.ca.gov (866/275-3772)
www.fppc.ca.gov

FPPC Form 460 (Jan/2016)

ITEM NO. 6-ATTACHMENT 1



Campaign Disclosure Statement
Summary Page

Page  of 

Amounts may be rounded
to whole dollars.

Current Cash Statement
   Previous Summary Page, Line 16

   Column A, Line 3 above

   Schedule I, Line 4

   Column A, Line 8 above

ENDING CASH BALANCE Add Lines 12 + 13 + 14, then subtract Line 15

If this is a termination statement, Line 16 must be zero.
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Cash Equivalents and Outstanding Debts
   See instructions on reverse

  Add Line 2 + Line 9 in Column B above

Contributions Received
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Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

Date: June 17, 2024 

To: Fair Campaign Practices Commission  

From: Samuel Harvey, Secretary 

Subject: Complaint re Californians for Safety and Security 

The Commission received the attached complaint alleging violations of the Berkeley 
Election Reform Act (“BERA”) (BMC Ch. 2.12.) by an independent expenditure committee 
named Californians for Safety and Security (“Committee”).  The complaint alleges that the 
Committee failed to include a “Major Funding Provided By” disclaimer on one or more 
campaign communications as required by Berkeley Municipal Code section 2.12.335.  

The Secretary recommends that the Commission direct the Secretary to investigate the 
complaint and return to the Commission with a report at a future meeting.  

Attachments: 

1. Complaint
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Harvey, Samuel

From: George Lippman <george@igc.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 1:29 PM
To: FCPC (Fair Campaign Practices Commission)
Subject: Campaign practices complaint against “Californians for Safety and Security” 
Attachments: May 23 2024 Campaign Finances Complaint vs. “Californians for Safety and Security”.pdf

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and know 
the content is safe. 

Mr. Harvey and Commission, 

Please accept this campaign complaint and advise us of the timeline and process for addressing it. 

Sincerely yours, 

George Lippman 
info@berkeleypeoplesalliance.org 
Treasurer, Berkeley People’s Alliance 
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To: Secretary of the Berkeley Fair Campaign Practices Commission: 
 
On behalf of the Berkeley People’s Alliance, I, George Lippman (2615 Milvia Street Berkeley, 
California 94704), hereby lodge the following complaint against “Californians for Safety and 
Security” (FPPC ID 1448469) and its agents regarding violations of the Berkeley Elections 
Reform Act. 
 
Additionally, I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of California that the 
foregoing complaint is true and correct. 
 
Executed on May 23, 2024 

 
J. George Lippman 
Treasurer, and on Behalf of 
Berkeley People’s Alliance 
info@berkeleypeoplesalliance.org 
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Background 
The Berkeley Election Reform Act (BERA), BMC 2.12, requires that Campaign 

Communications1 include 
 

...the phrase “Major Funding Provided By” immediately followed by the name of the 
contributor, the city of domicile, and the total cumulative sum of contributions by each of 
the top four contributors over $2502 to the committee funding the expenditure made 
within six months of the expenditure” (BMC 2.12.335). 

 
“Californians for Safety and Security”3 is a committee formed for the purpose of 

sending anonymous hateful mailers to oppose a Berkeley City Council candidate.  100% 
of its funding comes from three organizations: The Berkeley Property Owners Association 
(BPOA)4 ($13,500)5, the Los Angeles police union6 ($49,000)7, and the Personal Insurance 
Federation Committee8 ($5,000)9.  The Personal Insurance Federation Committee made its 
$5,000 contribution to Respondent on April 14, 202410; since that money was donated far less 
than six months before the May 28 special election for City Council District 4, Respondent is 
mandated to list the Personal Insurance Federation’s $5,000 donation on Campaign 
Communications.11 
 

Respondent has blatantly (and repeatedly) refused to follow this law, thereby corruptly 
and maliciously misleading the electorate through illegal “dark money” practices. 
  

 
1 Defined in BMC 2.12.335(c) 
2 This amount is indexed to inflation ($270), but every single donation is magnitudes greater than the 
inflation-adjusted threshold. 
3 For simplicity and readability purposes, “Californians for Safety and Security” and its agents are 
henceforth collectively referred to as “Respondent.” 
4 More specifically, the “Berkeley Rental Housing Coalition,” which is the sponsored political committee of 
the Berkeley Property Owners Association.  However, for simplicity, we refer to them as the Berkeley 
Property Owners Association (BPOA) throughout this complaint. 
5 cal-access.sos.ca.gov/Campaign/Committees/Detail.aspx?id=1448469&view=received&session=2021 
6 More specifically, “Los Angeles Police Protective League PAC - Small Contributor Committee” 
7 Ibid. 
8 A sponsored political committee of the Personal Insurance Federation of California, which represents 
large insurance companies. 
9 FPPC Form 496, Report No. 2024.3IE.  Filed by “Californians for Safety and Security” with the City of 
Berkeley on May 1, 2024.  public.netfile.com/pub2/?aid=BRK 
10 Ibid. 
11 Unless at least four other sources were to make subsequent cumulative contributions of at least $5,000 
each, thereby taking the four “major funding” spots.  However, campaign finance records show that that 
has not been the case. 
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Complaint #1: Failure to include required disclosure on Hit Piece Mailer 
 On or about April 30, 2024, Respondent mass mailed a hit piece against Soli Alpert.  
Below is a copy of said hit piece

 
 
 This hit piece undoubtedly qualifies as a Campaign Communication under BMC 
2.12.335; yet, Respondent refused to include the critical major funders disclosure which is 
legally mandated by that section of BERA. 
 
Complaint #2: Failure to include required disclosure on Youtube Ad(s) 
 Respondent’s Form 496 (Report No. 2024.4IE) shows expenditures for “Digital Ads 
Opposing Soli Alpert.”  A Berkeley resident informed us of a hit piece against Soli Alpert by 
Respondent as a video advertisement on Youtube, and that said Youtube hit piece failed to 
include the BMC 2.12.335 disclosure. 
 
 Based on the description of the ad, it is clear that it qualifies as a Campaign 
Communication under BMC 2.12.335; yet, Respondent reportedly refused to include the critical 
major funders disclosure which is legally mandated by that section of BERA. 
 
 In summary, it is apparent that Respondent failed to put the mandatory disclosure on the 
Youtube ad as well.  The Commission must subpoena records to confirm that Respondent has 
been illegally disseminating a hit piece on Youtube without including the legally mandated 
disclosure statement. 
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Complaint #3: Failure to include required disclosure on Other Political Ad(s) 
Respondent’s Form 496 (Report No. 2024.4IE) lists two separate independent 

expenditures for “Digital Ads Opposing Soli Alpert,” both of which are dated May 2.  One may 
reasonably infer that they took out multiple digital hit pieces against Mr. Alpert (in addition to the 
aforementioned hit piece running on Youtube).  Furthermore, it is likely that these one or more 
additional digital ads qualify as Campaign Communications under BMC 2.12.335. 

 
Given the confirmed refusal to include the mandatory disclosure on the mass mailed hit 

piece, the reported refusal to include the legally mandated disclosure in the hit piece running on 
Youtube, and the likelihood that one or more of these additional digital ads qualify as Campaign 
Communications under BMC 12.12.335, they likely also illegally refused to include such 
disclosures on one or more other digital ads as well.  The Commission must subpoena records 
to determine just how many digital ads that Respondents have been illegally disseminating 
without including legally mandated disclosure statements. 
 
Aggravating Circumstances 

When sanctioning the Respondent, the Commission should consider the following 
aggravating circumstances: 

● It is virtually impossible to cure these violations. 
● Complying with the law’s requirements to disclose major funding on these hit pieces 

would have provided voters with the crucial and legally mandated information that 
Respondent is a corporate-funded group that is trying to sway their votes.  Instead, their 
refusal to comply with the law misled voters to assume that Respondent is a grassroots-
funded organization that received no cumulative donations from a single source of $250 
or more within the previous six months. 

● A significant amount of Respondent’s budget is provided by the Berkeley Property 
Owners Association (BPOA)12, which represents Berkeley’s largest landlords who 
oppose the candidate who is vice-chair of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board.   

● Respondent must be aware of its legal requirements under Berkeley law.  Just above 
BMC 2.12.335 (requiring Campaign Communications list major funders) is BMC 
2.12.330 (Mass mailings by independent expenditure (required notice)).  Respondent’s 
mailer appears to have complied with that requirement, yet does not comply with the 
very next section of the law because doing so would require them to let voters know who 
actually funds them. 

● Respondent has violated both state and Berkeley campaign finance laws in order to 
illegally obscure their activity.  For instance, despite indicating on their Form 410 that 
they are a State Committee, they filed their Form 410 with the City of Berkeley instead of 
with the State.  They also appear to have failed to include the disclosures mandated by 
BMC 12.335 in Campaign Communications they sent about Berkeley’s 2022 election.  
Based on this demonstrated pattern of violations, we request that the Commission 
thoroughly investigate these and any other potential violations by Respondent that the 
Commission may uncover. 

 
12 See footnote 4 
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Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

To:  Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

From: Sam Harvey, Secretary, Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

Subject:  Fair Campaign Practices Commission FY2024-2025 Work Plan 

City boards and commissions are required to update their work plans at the start of 
each fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).  Work plans are then submitted to the City Council 
as information items.   

Commission work plans should contain the commission’s mission statement, goals, 
resources, activities, outputs, and desired outcomes. The work plan should also specify 
how and when the commission plans to accomplish its objectives (by specifying 
outcomes) during the fiscal year. Goal statements explain the nature and scope of the 
work to be performed and the time needed to accomplish the goal. 

Attached is a draft Commission work plan.  The work plan is not binding on the 
Commission, but rather serves as a guiding document for the Commission’s work and 
as a means of communicating to the City Council about the Commission’s plans and 
goals.     

ITEM NO. 8



 

Attachment 1
Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

INFORMATION CALENDAR 
        XXXXXX XX, 2024 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

Submitted by: Sam Harvey, Secretary, Fair Campaign Practices Commission 

Subject:  Fair Campaign Practices Commission FY2024-2025 Work Plan 

INTRODUCTION 
The Fair campaign Practices Commission (FCPC) has updated its work plan, which 
outlines Commission objectives for the upcoming fiscal year. This work plan includes  
ongoing compliance review of campaign statements; ongoing review of alleged 
violations of the Berkeley Election Reform Act (BERA); receiving trainings on various 
topics including due process, complaint hearings processes, the Brown Act, conflicts of 
interest, BERA and other campaign reporting obligations, and legislative vs. quasi-
judicial roles of the Commission; identifying issues, monitoring trends and collecting 
data related to campaign fundraising and contribution limits; analyzing and assessing 
the performance of the City’s campaign public financing system; developing and 
reviewing possible revisions to BERA; developing recommendations for removing 
barriers to access for candidates and improving public sharing of information by 
streamlining, clarifying and simplifying the City’s campaign rules, regulations and 
procedures; and reviewing the Commission’s BERA enforcement procedures 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
At the regular meeting on June 20, 2024, the Fair Campaign Practices Commission 
approved the FY2024-2025 Work Plan, which will be used to guide the Commission’s 
work throughout the year. 

Action: 
Vote:  

BACKGROUND 
See attached Work Plan. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS 
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  Attachment 1 
Fair Campaign Practices Commission 
 

 

No environmental or climate impacts or opportunities were identified as a result of this 
recommendation. 
 
POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Based on Commission research and public hearings, new initiatives and 
recommendations to City Council may be submitted to City Council at such time 
deemed necessary. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Unknown, but none expected. 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Samuel Harvey, Commission Secretary, City Attorney’s Office (510) 981-6998 
Kitt Saginor, Chairperson, (510) 981-6998 
 
 
 
Attachment: 1: Fair Campaign Practices Commission Work Plan 
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Fair Campaign Practices Commission 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Work Plan for FY2024-2025 (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025) 
Approved June 20, 2024 

 

 Ongoing compliance review of campaign statements. 

 Ongoing review of alleged violations of the Berkeley Election Reform Act 
(“BERA”) 

 Receive trainings on various topics including: 

o Due process and complaint hearings processes 

o Brown Act 

o Conflicts of interest 

o BERA and other campaign reporting obligations 

o Legislative vs. quasi-judicial roles of the Commission 

 Identify issues, monitor trends and collect data related to campaign 
fundraising and contribution limits 

 Analyze and assess the performance of the City’s campaign public financing 
system over time 

 Develop and review possible revisions to BERA 

 Develop recommendations for removing barriers to access for candidates and 
improving how candidates and the public share information by streamlining, 
clarifying and simplifying the City’s campaign rules, regulations and 
procedures 

 Review BERA enforcement procedures 
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ITEM NO. 8-ATTACHMENT 1



Open Government Commission 

To:  Open Government Commission 

From: Sam Harvey, Secretary, Open Government Commission 

Subject:  Open Government Commission FY2024-2025 Work Plan 

City boards and commissions are required to update their work plans at the start of 
each fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).  Work plans are then submitted to the City Council 
as information items.   

Commission work plans should contain the commission’s mission statement, goals, 
resources, activities, outputs, and desired outcomes. The work plan should also specify 
how and when the commission plans to accomplish its objectives (by specifying 
outcomes) during the fiscal year. Goal statements explain the nature and scope of the 
work to be performed and the time needed to accomplish the goal. 

Attached is a draft Commission work plan.  The work plan is not binding on the 
Commission, but rather serves as a guiding document for the Commission’s work and 
as a means of communicating to the City Council about the Commission’s plans and 
goals.     
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Open Government Commission 

INFORMATION CALENDAR 
    XXXXXXX XX, 2024 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Open Government Commission 

Submitted by: Samuel Harvey, Secretary, Open Government Commission 

Subject:  Open Government Commission FY2024-2025 Work Plan 

INTRODUCTION 
The Open Government Commission (OGC) has updated its work plan, which outlines 
Commission objectives for the upcoming fiscal year. This work plan includes the  
ongoing review of complaints concerning alleged non-compliance with the Open 
Government Ordinance, the Brown Act, the Public Records Act, and the Lobbyist 
Registration Act; proposing legislation and procedures to ensure the City’s compliance 
with the Open Government Ordinance, the Brown Act, the Public Records Act, and the 
Lobbyist Registration Act; administering and making more effective the Lobbyist 
Registration Act, including reviewing the Act’s applicability to issue advocacy or 
“grassroots lobbying”; advising the City Council of any action or policy that would 
enhance open and effective government in the City; reviewing and making 
recommendations regarding public access and participation in public meetings; 
reviewing, approving, and forwarding to City Council the annual report submitted to the 
Open Government Commission by the City Manager regarding compliance with the 
Open Government Ordinance, the Public Records Act, the Brown Act, the Lobbyist 
Registration Act; working collaboratively with the City Council to monitor and evaluate 
policies related to Council District (D-13) accounts; receiving trainings on topics 
including the Brown Act, conflicts of interest, the Public Records Act, the Open 
Government Ordinance, and the Berkeley Lobbyist Registration Act; and exploring ways 
to improve public access and usability of the City’s website.  

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
At the regular meeting on June 20, 2024, the Open Government Commission 
unanimously approved the FY2024-2025 Work Plan, which will be used to guide the 
Commission’s work throughout the year. 

Action: 
Vote: 
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Open Government Commission 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
See attached Work Plan. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS 
No environmental impacts or opportunities were identified as a result of this 
recommendation. 
  
POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Based on Commission research and public hearings, new initiatives and 
recommendations to City Council may be submitted to City Council at such time 
deemed necessary. 
  
FISCAL IMPACTS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Unknown, but none expected. 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Samuel Harvey, Commission Secretary (510) 981-6998 
Kitt Saginor, Chairperson (510) 98106998 
 
 
 
Attachment: 1: Open Government Commission Work Plan 
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Open Government Commission 
 

 

Attachment 1 
Work Plan for FY2024-2025 (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025) 

Approved June 20, 2024 
 

• Ongoing review of complaints concerning alleged non-compliance with the Open 
Government Ordinance, the Brown Act, the Public Records Act, or the Lobbyist 
Registration Act. 

• Propose legislation or procedures to further ensure the City’s compliance with the 
Open Government Ordinance, the Brown Act, the Public Records Act, and the 
Lobbyist Registration Act. 

• Administer and make more effective the Lobbyist Registration Act, including 
reviewing the ways in which issue advocacy or “grassroots lobbying” may be 
covered by the Act, and consider relevant recommendations. 

• Advise the City Council of any action or policy that would enhance open and 
effective government in the City of Berkeley. 

• Review and make recommendations regarding public access and participation in 
public meetings of the City Council and other City bodies 

• Review, approve, and forward to the City Council the annual report submitted to 
the Open Government Commission by the City Manager regarding compliance 
with the Open Government Ordinance, the Public Records Act, the Brown Act, 
the Lobbyist Registration Act, and any other information the City Manager deems 
appropriate for open and effective government in the City of Berkeley. 

• Work collaboratively with the City Council to monitor and evaluate policies related 
to Council District (“D-13”) accounts. 

• Receive trainings on various topics including: 

o Brown Act 

o Conflicts of Interest 

o Public Records Act 

o Open Governance Ordinance 

o Berkeley Lobbyist Registration Act 

• Explore ways to improve public access and usability of the City’s website 
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From: kelly hammargren
To: FCPC (Fair Campaign Practices Commission)
Subject: Complaints for the Open Government Commission
Date: Monday, April 22, 2024 6:25:25 PM

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and
know the content is safe.

Dear Open Government Commissioners,

Both the Human Welfare and Community Action Commission and the Commission on Disability have disabled
commissioners attending commission meetings by zoom, however, even though the commissioners are connecting
by zoom, the zoom link is not shared with the public requiring the public to attend in person. (complaint #1)

It is nearly four years since we started using zoom for city meetings. City staff, elected and appointed
officials should all know by now how zoom works. The public with access to zoom capable devices are
well aware of how to use zoom to attend meetings.

The fact that existing equipment in city buildings is not available for commission meetings should fall into the
inexcusable. The fact that there are already meetings being conducted in rooms that are fully equipped for hybrid
meetings and that the equipment is not being utilized and that other conference rooms in city buildings are not being
utilized for hybrid meetings when there are commissions requesting hybrid meetings is inexcusable.

While there may on occasion be a shortage of equipped rooms when multiple meetings are being held at the same
time, there should be sufficient equipped rooms for the commissions that are currently requesting hybrid meetings.
(complaint #2)

The current situation strikes this Berkeley resident as policy.

kelly hammargren

510-325-1218

The following are three excerpts from my March 14 2024 Activist's Diary published in the Berkeley Daily Planet
describing the March 6, 2024 Human Welfare and Community Action Commission meeting that was made
unnecessarily difficult by not using the equipment available in the Cypress Room and misrepresenting that the
commission chair was connecting by phone when the commissioner was actually on zoom.The full Activist's Diary
can be viewed at:
https://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/issue/2024-03-10/article/50631?headline=A-BERKELEY-ACTIVIST-S-
DIARY-week-ending-March-14--Kelly-Hammargren

As you read these comments, consider that your current meeting location is in the same fully equipped Cypress
Room at 2180 Milvia and the OGC and FCPC is not available to the public as a hybrid meeting. (complaint #3)

Wednesday March 6, I attended the Human Welfare and Community Action Commission in
the Cypress Room at 2180 Milvia. This is important as the Cypress Room is fully equipped for
hybrid meetings to connect people on zoom and people in the room. City staff told those of us
in the room, the commission’s chair Mary Behm-Steinberg (who told us she was recovering
from surgery) would be joining by phone.

I learned after the meeting closed that the depiction of Behm-Steinberg calling in by phone
was not true. Behm-Steinberg was connecting to the meeting on her computer using the zoom
link proved by staff to attend the meeting.

_____________

The next item was the commission’s recommendation on the distribution of funding for
community agencies. As this discussion was getting started, the staff secretary Katz left the
room and then returned telling the commissioners and public the building security person’s
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shift was ending at 8:30 pm and they needed to be out of the building by 8:45 pm giving the
commission about an hour to decide how to respond to applications for funding totaling
$1,113,124 with only $563,266 in funds to distribute.

With the commission chair already on ZOOM, if the meeting had been set up to use the
equipment in the room, commissioner Jose Lara Cruz could have displayed the budget sheet
on his computer on the large screen for everyone to see including the commission chair at
home. Commissioner Lara Cruz had all the current funding and application requests in the
accounting program Excel, where adding or subtracting funding would show the impact on the
total funds available.

But instead we sat with inadequate meeting documents, separate pieces of paper, while
Catherine Hutching was trying to respond to the discussion in the room and put the
organizations being called out on a white board on the wall for the commissioners present to
see. I had my own scratch sheet trying to keep up with the changing recommendations to
squeeze over more than a million dollars in application requests into $563,266.

It was totally unnecessary chaos, but it is demonstrative of the unwillingness of the City of
Berkeley administration to use the tools/technology already available in the facilities when
that use means supporting the commissioners and commissions, and it is demonstrative of this
mayor and this city council’s failure to step in and insist that existing equipment be made
available for public meetings.

When the City of Berkeley is already on notice of non-compliance by the State of California,
one would think the City of Berkeley would be doing everything possible to support the
Human Welfare and Community Action Commission commissioners.

_____

I’ve attended meetings at three fully equipped conference rooms in 2180 Milvia. I suspect
there is at least one and probably more fully equipped conference rooms in the Planning
Department in the building on Center Street. There is equipment with giant display screens at
the Fire Department Training Center on Cedar and in Public Works on Allston.

Commissions and the public have been requesting hybrid meetings for months. The excuse has
been there isn’t equipment. Two days before the Human Welfare and Community Action
Commission the Agenda Committee discussed and responded to the recommendations from
the Open Government Commission, where Arreguin, Hahn and Wengraf did agree hybrid
meetings should be pursued.

_______

ITEM NO. 11



City Clerk Department

- - -6901
E- clerk@berkeleyca.gov  berkeleyca.gov 

DATE: June 13, 2024

TO:  S

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Certification of Public Financing Program Participant 

City 
program.  

and 
complete all required administrative paperwork to process payments. 

unique contributors totaling at least $610. 

As June 13, 2024, t s 
s been 

approved by City 

Application for Participation and Initial Qualifying Request for Funds
Submitted By:

Qualified Contributions: $2,770
Eligible Matching Funds: $16,620 

Action ied d
$16,620.

candidate must collect at 
unique contributo 610.
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City Clerk Department
2180 Milvia Street 
Berkeley, CA  94704 
(510) 981-6900
www.cityofberkeley.info | elections@cityofberkeley.info

Rev. 12/10/2021 

FAIR ELECTIONS ACT FORM
INITIAL QUALIFYING DECLARATION FOR PUBLIC FUNDS 

BY CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR, CITY COUNCIL, CITY AUDITOR, 
SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR, OR RENT STABILIZATION BOARD COMMISSIONER

OFFICE SOUGHT
OFFICE COUNCIL DISTRICT (IF APPLICABLE)

ELECTION CYCLE 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 
NAME OF CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE FPPC I.D. No. 

STREET ADDRESS APARTMENT/SUITE/FLOOR 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

TELEPHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

CANDIDATE DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that the following information is true and correct:

All information on the attached Qualified Contribution Receipts is complete and accurate to the
best of my knowledge.
I understand that the City shall verify that the qualified contributions meet all of the
requirements and restrictions prior to the disbursement of funds.
I understand that if I submit any contributions that are not from the person(s) identified on the
receipt I shall be liable to pay the Fair Elections Fund the entire amount in addition to any
penalties.
All Qualified Contributions, of any dollar amount, eligible for matching Fair Elections funds
must be publically disclosed with the contributor information required under Sections 2.12.280
and 2.12.283.
I understand that all campaign filings must be current in order for a disbursement of Fair
Election funds to be released.

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
CANDIDATE SIGNATURE 

______________________________________ 
DATE SIGNED 
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Rev. 12/10/2021 

INITIAL QUALIFYING REQUEST FOR FAIR ELECTIONS FUNDS PAYMENT
In order to participate in the Public Financing Program, a candidate must collect at least 30 Qualified Contributions from at least 30 unique contributors of at least $10.00 
and no more than $60.00 each, for a total dollar amount of at least $580.00.

All approved Qualified Contributions are matched at a 6:1 ratio. For all public matching funds requests, a candidate must submit the following documentation: 

Qualified Contributions List (below).
Receipt for Qualified Contribution for Fair Elections Funds.
Evidence of each contribution received, such as electronic copies of contributor checks, credit card authorizations, or online payment receipts.
Electronic copies of itemized deposit slips.
Complete contributor information (full name, address, occupation, and employer) as required by BERA and the Political Reform Act.
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Last First Address Zip Code, Occupation Employer Payment Date Date Deposit Amount of 
Name Name City Method Received Deposited Batch# Contribution 

16. Phillips Kerstin 94703 Yoga Instructor CorePower Yoga Electronic 05/19/2024 05/19/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

17. $hanoski lrennifer 94702 Chemistry Professor Peralta Community College Electronic 05/17/2024 05/17/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 
bistrict 

18. Silvers bana 94707 Design Consultant $elf (Berkeley) Electronic 05/17/2024 05/17/2024 !!JUN 25.00 

Berkeley 

19. Mumford lrasmin 94709 Teacher '3erkeley Unified School Electronic 05/13/2024 05/13/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 
bistrict 

20. �illiams Mike 94707 Program Manager TCO Electronic 05/07/2024 05/07/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

21. f.-loyd-Masters �ictoria 94703 Not Employed Not Employed Electronic 05/07/2024 05/07/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

22. Nofelt f.,indsay 94707 Designer $elf employed (Berkeley) Electronic 05/06/2024 05/06/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

23. �ezelman '3eany 94707 Not employed Not employed Electronic 05/06/2024 05/06/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

24. Siminowsky lfedi 94710 Not Employed Not Employed Electronic 05/04/2024 05/04/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

25. �lich Mimi 94709 Not employed Not employed Electronic 05/01/2024 05/01/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

26. praper µeorge 94707 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/30/2024 04/30/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

27. M'illiams l-\ndrew 94707 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/29/2024 04/29/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

28. Kahn Charles 94710 Architect StudioKDA Electronic 04/29/2024 04/29/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

29. M'illiams ..,inda 94707 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/29/2024 04/29/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

30. Paz Richard 94703 Unemployed Unemployed Electronic 04/29/2024 04/29/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

31. Sanderson Debra 94705 City Planner Self employed (Berkeley) Electronic 04/28/2024 04/28/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

32. Chang lrames 94703 ... egislative Aide City of Berkeley Electronic 04/27/2024 04/27/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

33. Prancis lronathan 94708 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/24/2024 04/24/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

34. Chapin l:lolly 94707 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/23/2024 04/23/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

35. Prancis $ally 94708 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/23/2024 04/23/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

36. Phillips Nathan 94703 Photographer Self employed (Berkeley) Electronic 04/21/2024 04/21/2024 !!JUN 60.00 

Berkeley 

Subtotals 1,225.00 
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Last First Address Zip Code, Occupation Employer Payment Date Date Deposit Amount of 
Name Name City Method Received Deposited Batch# Contribution 

37. Duffy �es 94710 Architect $elf (Berkeley) Electronic 04/20/2024 04/20/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

38. Drees lrulia 94706 Scientist Kaiser Electronic 04/20/2024 04/20/2024 ]!JUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

39. lrensen Diana 94703 Consultant $elf employed (Berkeley) Electronic 04/20/2024 04/20/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

40. ,-,inton Deb 94702 Product Designer �orkday Electronic 04/20/2024 04/20/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

41. lrensen �obert 94703 Animation Scientist Pixar Electronic 04/20/2024 04/20/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

42. Draper �endy 94707 Not Employed Not Employed Electronic 04/13/2024 04/13/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

43. Jollinger Nancy 94703 Not employed Not employed Electronic 04/13/2024 04/13/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

44. $impson �arya 94707 Not Employed Not Employed Electronic 04/12/2024 04/12/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

45. Pasion sabelle 94708 Not Employed (Retired) Not Employed (Retired) Electronic 04/11/2024 04/11/2024 IIJUN 25.00 
Berkeley 

46. 1-\,fikiten Jolisa 94703 City Planner M"ikiten Architecture Inc. Electronic 04/10/2024 04/10/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley �erkeley) 

47. JJjerkholt Jorie 94707 Executive Mirum Pharmaceuticals, Electronic 04/10/2024 04/10/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley '1!C. 

48. aahn $ophie 94707 City Councilmember �ity of Berkeley Electronic 04/02/2024 04/02/2024 IIJUN 60.00 
Berkeley 

Subtotals 685.00 

2,770 Grand Totals 2,770.00 

X 6 

$16,620 
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City Clerk Department 
2180 Milvia Street
Berkeley, CA  94704 
(510) 981-6900
www.cityofberkeley.info  | elections@cityofberkeley.info

FAIR ELECTIONS ACT FORM 

APPLICATION FOR PARTICIPATION 
IN PUBLIC FINANCING PROGRAM 

OFFICE SOUGHT 

CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

COMMITTEE INFORMATION

CANDIDATE CERTIFICATION 
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