
Internal 

 

 
Berkeley Police Department 

Officer Commendations 
 

For Review by the Police Accountability Board (PAB) 

June 21, 2023, Regular Meeting 















































rrE 
Uil 

To 

From 

Subject 

Berkeley Police Department 

Memorandum 

Capt Durbin via Lt. Montgomery Date 01/04/2022 

Sgt. Kleppe 

Commendation for Ofc. De Bruin #2 and Ofc. White #SO 

On 12/23/21 Ofc. De Bruin responded to for a 415 call regarding a family 

D 

concerned about their half-brother returning to the family residence (at ) after 
they had changed the locks. Ofc. D�uin wrote a supplemental to the original threats case authored 
by Ofc. Valle Ofc. De Bruin first spoke with the reporting party, and then 
responded to the scene with Ofc. White. The half-brother did not show up on scene and officers cleared 
after speaking with the family. 

On 1/3/22 I received a call from and she wished to express her thanks and to compliment 
both Ofc. De Bruin and Ofc. White on their exemplary response and professionalism from this incident. 

said that Ofc. De Bruin had also followed up with her in regards to the incident several days later, 
and she felt very appreciative of that, as he showed a genuine interest in ensuring that the situation was 
in hand. stated that as she spoke with both officers she was grateful for their patience in listening 
to the facts of the incident, asking pertinent and important questions, their professionalism, and their 
willingness to provide their family with assistance. also wanted to ensure that the officers 
were commended for their actions and that it be formally recorded in their personnel files as "excellent 
service" in the law enforcement community is seen as expected and not recognized as it should be. 

I am requesting that this phone call be documented as a formal commendation for both Ofc. De Bruin 
and Ofc. White on behalf of the family at 

Sincerely, 

Sergeant Kevin Kleppe 



From: John Geissberger <JGeissberger@albanyca.org> 
Date: January 31, 2022 at 10:19:26 AM PST 
To: "Louis, Jennifer A." <JLouis@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: Thanks 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. 'Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

Jen, 
I hope all is going well with you. I wanted to send a quick thanks for the help your staff gave us 
yesterday. We had a catalytic converter suspect who fled from our officers into a residential 
neighborhood and it sounds like BPD Sgt. Landrum and a good number of your people responded to 
hold a perimeter for us. My staff did not get everyone's name, but the help is greatly appreciated. 
Please pass on my thanks to your people and stay safe and healthy, 

John 

john Gdssberger
Chief of Police 

Albany Police Department 
1000 San Pablo Ave 
Albany, CA 94706 
Dispatch: (510) 525-7300 

· Direct: (510) 528-5789
Fax: (510) 525-1360
http://albanyca.org/police



From: Lui, Tracie, DA <Tracie.Lui@acgov.org> 

Sent: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 1:38 PM 

To: Perkins, Jamie <JPerkins@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Thank you! 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

Dear Sgt. Perkins, 

I just wanted to thank you and Off(cers Bold, J. Bustamante, J. Lewis, and Salas for their assistance 

today. 

Our target was not there, but the elderly resident was present, as were several neighbors 

who were vocal in noting our presence at the residence. We appreciate the officers' professionalism 

and safe execution of our request, especially given the short notice. We look forward to working with 

BPD again! 

Sincerely, 

Inspector Tracie Lui #329 

Alameda County District Attorney's Office 

Real Estate Fraud 

7677 Oakport St. #750 

Oakland, CA 94621 

Main Office: (510)383-8600 

Desk: (510)777-2281 

Fax: (510)383-8615 

Email: Tracie.Lui@acgov.org 



From: 

Sent: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 12:57:45 PM 

To: Hartley, Brian <BHartley@cityofberkeley.info> 

Cc: Taplin, Terry <ttaplin@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Bike Patrol 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the 

sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Officer Hartley, 

I'm a 20+ year West Berkeley resident and I believe we've exchanged emails before about concerns 

around our neighborhood - I live on - the gun violence in particular. (Nice

work on the recent arrest by the way.) 

I just wanted to reach out to say how happy and grateful I was to see a BPD bike officer at San Pablo and 

University this morning at 7:30 while returning from dropping my daughter at the High School. 

I'd encouraged CouncilmemberTaplin, who I've cc'ed, to help make that possible, believing that even an 

occasional problem-solving bike or foot patrol would do our area a lot of good and provide an 

opportunity for an officer to understand the neighborhood in a way an officer running from call to call in 

a car just can't. I'm confident many of my neighbors and the local businesses on and around San Pablo 

will agree. 

Don't know if that was an anomaly or if a bike patrol might be a more regular thing now but please 

accept my appreciation and pass it along to the officer or head of that unit and the Chief if you would. 

Many thanks for your service! 

Best, 
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Hello, 

My name is and I am a Berkeley resident. I unfortunately have had to deal with a son who has 
been abusive tqward me and to his girlfriend of many years. I have had to cut ties with him because of 
his abuse and am in constant worry about the well-being of his girlfriend. 

Last March, my son's girlfriend's sister contacted me to tell me 'son) called her and said (girlfriend) 
was missing and asked for help to find her. This scared me because I assumed the worse due to the 
history of domestic abuse. I called non-emergency hoping someone could do a welfare check on 

This is where the amazing Officer Smith stepped in. He called me back to discuss the issue and let me 
know there had been several calls to residence and filled me in the best he could with what he 
knew and was able to share. He also went to the house and checked in on and let me know she was 
alive and well so I could relay the information to her family. I really appreciated his help. He was also 
very sympathetic to how difficult this has been for me as a mother who has had to cut ties with her 
adult child due to their unrelenting verbal abuse over the years (he's 34). 

Fast forward to today, almost exactly a year later. I got another email from sister asking for help. This 
time had contacted her and her dad to tell them that he kicked out and that she was sleeping on the 
streets and that they would need to come and help her. But whenever they called and left messages 
asking for him to have her call, she would never call back. After a day of or two of this they got in touch 
with me to see if I had been in touch with them at all recently because they were worried about let 
them know that I haven't been in touch but would try to reach out for advice on how to approach the 
situation or to request another welfare check. I immediately thought of Ofc. Smith and how kind and 
helpful he was and gave him a call. His outgoing message said he was off until Monday so I left a 
message explaining what was happening and asked if he could call back on Monday if he had a chance. 

Well, even though he was on his day off, he called me right back I He said he knew I was probably upset 
and wanted to reach out and give me some advice and see what the situation was. We had a great 
conversation and I got a bit emotional talking about how difficult this has been. He was very empathetic 
and understanding and gave me some really great advice on keeping my boundaries solid and being 
direct with -family on how they can be more proactive in looking into her well-being. He really took 
the time to talk with me about how to approach the situation and to be sure to care for my own well
being in the process. It was really helpful and I came away from the conversation more calm and happy 
to know someone like Officer Smith was out there. Someone who really cares and was willing to take 
time out of precious personal time to talk to me. He is truly a gem and I wanted to share my experience 
to make sure he gets the recognition he deserves for being such a great officer who genuinely cares 
about his community members. 

The situation with my son is a painful one, especially because untreated mental health issues are at play, 
but I came away feeling a bit more hopeful and a lot more resolved to maintain healthy boundaries. He 
gave me a sense of peace I didn't have before speaking to him. And for this, I am very grateful. 

Thank you, Officer Smith! 

Best regards, 



I would like to thank the officers who supported the response to the 
night/Saturday morning. 

case on Friday 

I learned this weekend that and were married for 29 years. The BPD team honored 
the best days by managing the burden of their very worst night. 

I'd especially like to thank Officer Shivas who supported during the investigation and while waiting 
for the coroner. He took on the horrible job of going to the neighbors (my husband and ine) and 
notifying us of death, so we could be with and she wouldn't be alone while waiting for 
family to travel to Berkeley. He gently gave helpful advice in a bewildering time, from the simple 
suggestion of having a cup of tea, to the consequential counsel that look to her many years of 
memories rather than going to see her husband's remains in the yard as she'd considered doing. Overall, 
he modeled how to be present with someone in a devastating time, acknowledging and wading with her 
· in the pain while helping her not sink deeper. His example helped me immensely over the next 24 hours
of being with

I apologize that I didn't get their names to mention them specifically, but I'd like to commend the full
responding team. Everyone was calm, professional, and kind. They interviewed with respect and
care, helping her understand this unfathomable situation and getting the information they needed
without upsetting her more.

It was also very much appreciated that the cleaning crew arrived so quickly, still jn the dark at 6 am
Saturday, to remove any remaining signs of the tragedy, so wouldn't be faced with this in the
morning.

I 

I hope you will share this message with the full team. On top of the difficult events of any given night,
there must be many challenges of working these hours, like missing family dinners and kids' bedtimes. I
would want them and their families to know that they made a real difference for another family this
weekend.

Thank you,



Hi, 

I am writing to recognize the wonderful job Officer Christopher Major did in addressing an instance of 
fraud that happened to me today. My wife and I were tricked into applying for a home rental in the 
Berkeley Hills that was not a legitimate listing. It was pretty terrible and disheartening, obviously. 

Even though Officer Major noted that there was very little that could be done via the police force, he 
spent 30 minutes with me on the phone going through everything and gathering as much information as 
possible. He went above and beyond in explai�ing to me how these scammers work, and advised me on 
next steps. All in a courteous, compassionate manner. 

I was blown away by the level of concern and kindness he showed. 

Before he got off the phone, Officer Major offered to try to reach the actual owner of the home just to 
be certain that this was indeed a scam, and to alert him that someone was using his identity. I asked 
Officer Major if he could possibly call me back and let me know if he found anything out. But I just 
assumed he'd never get back to me. Ten minutes later he called with a full and detailed update. (He 
spoke with the current tenants and left a message for the owner.) On that second call to me, he even 
offered to tell the actual owner of the home that we were looking to rent about my family and the scam 
that happened to us, in the hopes that maybe the true owner might want to rent it to us. In short, he 
felt bad about what had happened and was genuinely attempting to not only get to the bottom of 
everything, but also, additionally, to propose a creative solution that could help my family out, 
Thereafter, when the owner got back to Officer Major, he called me again to confirm that it was indeed 
a scam and that the true owner had now been informed. 

What a wonderful person! 

I've never had a more positive interaction with an officer in my life. 

After a terrible day where I'd been defrauded and made to feel awful, Officer Major actually restored my 
faith in humanity with how he treated me. I am so grateful and apprec_iative. Give this man a raise and 
promote him! He is a great example of what an officer can and should be within the context of.a 
community. 

I'd be happy to say more if desired. Feel free to reach out to me at any point. 

North Berkeley resident 



I am heartbroken by the news of Anthony Joshua Fisher's murder. I am grateful for the 
hard work of the Berkeley Police Department's homicide detectives to investigate this 
heinous crime and arrest the suspect. They have fulfilled the highest duty of our officers 
of the peace with integrity and professionalism, and West Berkeley thanks them for their 
service. 

This is Berkeley's first homicide in over a year, and it occurred in West Berkeley, where 
the recent surge in gunfire has been most prominent. Crime is real, no matter how hard 
some might wish to deny that fact, and it must be addressed now, using the resources and 
tools at our disposal. The seniors, parents and families in my District will not be 
mollified by platitudes and performative gestures. We need concrete actions to address 
violence and crimes happening today, and to hold accountable those who would harm 
our community. Shooting after shooting, I have met with residents in impacted 
neighborhoods to develop concrete solutions. I have introduced proposals such as a 
problem-oriented Flex Team for data-driven community policing, a Ceasefire program, 
an Automated License Plate Reader (ALP Rs) policy with strong civil liberty and privacy 
protections, and public security cameras for improved electronic evidence gathering to 
aid investigations. 

We have already heard every lecture about the root causes of crime - the very same 
social determinants that I grew up experiencing in my District. This may be a bitter pill 
for some, but crime itself is a material harm that disproportionately impacts lower
income households, seniors, and all of our diverse West Berkeley community. 

Mr. Fisher's murderer was caught in part with the help of nearby surveillance camera 
footage. The frequent use of electronic evidence to solve crimes is not lost on me. Over 
the last year, I have taken steps to increase our access to critical and basic tools of 
investigation. We do not have the luxury of debating ideology. We must remain 
committed to our mandate of providing critical services, including guarding the physical 
safety of our residents. My eye will remain fixed on that end. I did not enter public 
service to shy away from the ugly realities my neighbors and loved ones do not have the 
privilege to ignore. We are a diverse community, but we will never tolerate violence. 



3/23/2022 

Office of the District Attorney 

Alameda County 

To: Lt. Kevin Reece 

Re: Officer Skyler Ramey 

Nancy E. O'Malley 

District Attorney 

alcoda.org 

I am a charging deputy assigned to the Wiley Manuel Courthouse Branch of the Alameda County District 

Attorney's Office. Part of my duties for the last three years included charging all cases generated by the 

City of Berkeley Police Department. 

I am retiring on 4/1/2022 and as such will no longer be in this role. 

I want to take this opportunity to commend the outstanding work as a liaison done by Officer 

Ramey. She has been extremely helpful throughout our three years working together. Ofc. Ramey has 

always gone the extra mile for me. Getting reports mentioned in the main report, taking statements 

from witnesses at my request, explaining the ins and outs of BPD procedures for me, etc. Much of our 

work has been time sensitive and had to be done quickly. Ofc. Ramey has always been able to work 

within the deadlines and with great attention to detail. She has been creative in coming up with 

solutions to sometimes thorny problems. 

In addition to this, Ofc. Ramey has been an effective advocate for her fellow officers and their work, 

often explaining to me that more things were being accomplished than I was aware of. 

In conclusion, the Berkeley Police Department is fortunate to have someone with these skill sets and 

who is willing to work as hard as Officer Ramey has. The Police Department and citizens of Berkeley 

have benefited. 

Sincerely, 

Paul B. Pinney 

Deputy District Attorney 

Alameda County District Attorney's Office 

C: 

Wiley W. Manuel Courthouse, 661 Washington St., Rm 900, Oakland, CA 94607 
Phone: (510) 268-7500 • askwwm-da@acgov.org 



Internal 

Voice message left via commendation February 28, 2022 

"Hi, 

I'm calling to commend some officers who helped me last night. The report i5 and 

officer Bally badge No. 73, showed up after some guy had side swiped my car. The other officer, 

I didn't get to interact with drove off and caught the guy. But anyway, she was very kind and 

helpful and she said that because I thought I could move my car across the street and have it 

towed in the morning; I'm parked on , but so they tow it and I couldn't move it so I called 

back and she had an officer. Shivas badge No. 88, came and left a card on my car saying "please 

don't tow." So anyway, my car is getting towed later today and you guys were all wonderful. The 

911 lady was wonderful, and the lady I talked to said she'd pass on the message about putting a 

note on my car last night and was very nice to me. You guys were everything I needed you at the 

moment I appreciate your service and professionalism. Have a good day." 

From: 



Alamed�1 County Sheriffs Olfice 
Lakeside Plaza, 140 l Lakeside Drive, l 2'h Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-4305

Gregory J. Ahern, Sheriff 

March 7. 2021 

.Jennifer Louis. Chid' or Police 
Berkeley Police Department 
1100 Martin Luther King Jr. \Vay 
Berkeley. California 9-+70-1-

Dear Chief Louis: 

Director ot Emergency Services 
Coroner - Marshal 

I would like to take this opportunity to e:-..:press my gratitude for your support ul
° 

r\lameJii County 
Sheriffs Office Dt.!puty Aubrey Phillips. She Jied from an unexpectd and tragic mle'dical 
emergency on February 12. 2021. Berkeley Poli<.:e Department Lieutenant J. Tak'. Sergeant A.. 
Frankel. and Ollicers N. K.Jstrniler and E. Rull assisted my /\gency members with the escort ,rnJ 
Honor Guard services. 

Words cannot express hO\v much this unrirnel:, luss has affected 111) nr!:!anization. 1-Iu,\c,·er. 
your members' assistance demonstrated ho,, the law cnl<.)rcemcnt community \\lluld nen?r lorgcl 
Deputy Phillips inrnluable contributions to our prolession. I �1111 honored by the 13erlek) Police 
Department tribute to Aubrey! Please extcnd my sinccrc appreciation to Licutcnant latc. 
Sergeant Frankel. Ofticer Kastmikr. and Ollicer Rull. 

As an Agency. the Alameda County Sheriff's Office will honor Deput::, Sheriff i\ubrcy Phillips 
through upholding our Core Values or Honor. Trust. lntt>grity and Commitment. an<l continue to 
stay strong and perform our duties lo the best or our abi I ities. 

Again. thank ynu for your support. I am proud 01· the strong \\Orking relationship bet\vccn our 
agencies. 

Sincerely. 

Gregor� J. Ahern 
Sheri fl-Coroner 



From: Louis, Jennifer A. 
Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 9:54 AM 
To: Jung, Roselyn C. <RJung@cityofberkeley.info> 
Cc: Okies, Joe <JOkies@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: FW: Deposition 

Internal 

During an unrelated meeting yesterday, Deputy City Attorney, Brendan Darrow, took the time to share that 
Ofc Peters' assistance at the deposition was professional and a great assistance to a high dollar litigation that 

the City is currently fighting. I wanted to share my appreciate and thanks 

Jen 

From: 

Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 8:59 AM 
To: Louis, Jennifer A. <JLouis@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: FW: Deposition 

Good morning. 
Please see below regarding Officer Peters' excellent job at deposition yesterday. Thanks, 

Law Offices of 

From: 

Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 3:27 PM 
To: Peters, Kevin <kpeters@cityofberkeley.info> 

Cc: Okies, Joe <JOkies@cityofberkeley.info>; Turner, Melanie <MTurner@cityofberkeley.info>; Murphy, Emily 
J. <EJMurphy@cityofberkeley.info>; Landrum, Frank X.<FLandrum@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: RE: Deposition 

All, 
Just wanted to say that Officer Peters had his deposition taken today and di,d a wonderful job. Thank you to 
everyone for their assistance in making him available. Thanks. 

Law Offices 



From: 

Date: March 14, 2022 at I 0:46: IO AM PDT 

Dear Chief Louis, 

A big thanks to you and Officers Rafferty and Armistead for making this possible and stopping by at our 
bicycle rodeo at the Church yesterday. The kids had a great time, very much 
er�joyed all the gifts you brought, and loved checking out the Police car. 

Thank you very much! 

Best wishes, 



From: Rodrigues, Veronica 

Can you please process the email below from BHS teacher as a commendation 

for Brian Hartley, Ana Bolla and Dejah Brown for their participation in the Public Safety panel 

for the Law and Social Justice class. 

From: 

Date: March 8, 2022 at 1:39:14 PM PST 

To: "Hartley, Brian" <BHartley@cityofberkeley.info>, "Bolla, Anna" <ABolla@cityofberkeley.info>, 

"Brown, Dejah" <DeBrown@cityofberkeley.info> 

Cc: "McGee, Matthew" <MMcGee@cityofberkeley.info>, "Rodrigues, Veronica" 

<VRodrigues@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: THANKS 

Brian, Ana, and Dejah, 

Thanks so much for taking time out of your day to talk to the students! Really appreciate the honesty 

and transparency. 

Take care, 

Berkeley High School 



Hi Robert, 

It was great meeting you today, thanks again for the assistance on scene! 

Additionally, the homeowner today expressed her gr:eat appreciation to you, Frank, and Mike. As I was 

packing up my equipment she wanted me to relay to you all how thankful she was for your help in the 

matter and she wanted me to thank you all once more. She also wanted it to be known that Mike's 

professionalism really stood out and she was grateful for his presence today. 

Best regards, 

Ryan Miyamoto 

Officer Ryan Miyamoto #30 

University of California Berkeley Police Department 

1 Sproul Hall 

Berkeley, CA 94720-1199 

Ph: 510-642-6760 



From: 

Subject: Ofc. Tate is a Rockstar 

Police commendations department, 

I think Ofc. Tate is in charge of the new traffic division at marina. I met her the other day when I 
was riding my bike with my dog. My dog was not leashed, and Ofc. Tate had discretion not to 
issue leash law citation. Ofc. also appeared interested when I suggested Berkeley use its fleet of 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles, along with American flags as a community outreach event 
Fourth of July maybe? Kids love Harleys, 

Whoever hired Ofc. Tate probably also deserves commendation. 

Does Ofc. Tate have a official COB mailbox for citizen email? I have some suggestions for 
practical traffic control that will be necessary when new marina access is fully operational. 

• city of Berkeley resident 



To: Chief Loujs 

Fr: 

Re: Commendation: Officer Abdullah 

In the end of March, on or around March 29th, I contacted BPD to do a welfare 
. check on a woman who appeared to be under the influence of math or alternatively 
severely bi-polar and not under the influence. She was extremely emotionally disturbed 
recounting stories of sexual abuse and alleged·child abuse in the neighborhood in which 
she lived in East Oakland. 

I originally spoke to her in Albany and APO assessed her under 51.50 but she did not 
present at that time as meeting criteria. She expressed and interest in going tc 

and I mistakenly believed that BPD- more adequately staffed than Berkeley 
could transport her there. 

By the time I reached the Albany/Berkeley city limit, she was indicating that she felt 
suicidal. I contacted BPO again and Officer Abdullah arrived with 

From the onset , his demeanor was patient, attentive and kind. Despite the rambling 
and often upsetting content of the woman's speech and it longevity ( it was aproximately 
30 minutes before EMS arrived) he engaged - as much as possible the content of her 
communication, offered reassurances, and was generally kind and supportive. What most struch 
me was that his demeanor was completely respectful and not condescending or devaluing. 

I really was impressed by his committment to treat everyone equally , his _patience and commitbnent 

Sincerely, 



From: Kesarwani, Rashi <RKesarwani@cityofberkeley.info> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 12:14 PM 

To: Williams-Ridley, Dee <DWilliams-Ridley@dtyofberkeley.info> 

Cc: Droste, Lori <ldroste@cityofberkeley.info>; Wengraf, Susan <SWengraf@cityofberkeley.info>; Taplin, 
Terry <ttaplin@cityofberkeley.info>; Louis, Jennifer A.<JLouis@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Commendation thank-you from councilmembers 

Hi Dee, 

Please find below our thank-you's to the officers:-

"Thank you to all our hardworking officers in the Berkeley Police Department. Your insight and 
frank feedback was incredibly helpful. Please know that your voice was heard arid we will try to 
make Berkeley a more welcoming place for you. You fulfill your duties with honor and it is my 
goal to keep you satisfied with your work in the City of Berkeley so you can continue to work 
productively and fairly with our community." --Councilmember Lori Droste 

"Thank you for sharing your honest feedback with me on the important and challenging work 
that you do as a Berkeley police officer. Our community is indebted to you, and I intend to use 
the understanding I gained to continue to advocate for a public safety approach that provides 
you with the resources and tools that you need to perform your job to the best of your ability. I 
look forward to further dialogue with you in the future." --Coundlmember Rashi Kesarwani 

"I would like to extend my greatest thanks to the officers for joining our focus group. I am 
grateful for your honesty and c_andor. I appreciate getting to hear from members of the force in 
the various divisions. I will closely hold what I've learned as we move forward and will fight to 
steer the city in a constructive direction." --Councilmember Terry Taplin 

"I greatly appreciate the opportunity to hear your thoughts about how to improve your work 
environment and how to improve your ability to provide the highest level of service to our 
community. I look forward to more discussions in the future. Thank you for your honesty and 
trust." --Councilmember Susan Wengraf 



From: 

Date: April 4, 2022 at 10:51:35 PM PDT

To: "Louis, Jennifer A." <JLouis@cityofberkelev.info> 

Subject: Gratitude for your quick, kind response to help my family 

Hi Chief Louis, 

This morning at around 9am my wife was taking my sons to school on our cargo bike and 

they got hit by car at the corner of Virginia and Sacramento. Police and firefighters both arrived 

almost immediately, and they were wonderful, calmly doing their jobs with equal parts 

kindness and professionalism. is pretty shaken up and needs to see a doctor but she made 

a point of telling me how impressed she was by how your team handled the situation and made 

a very frightening situation much better than it might have otherwise been. 

I didn't arrive till things were wrapping up and I didn't catch anyone's names other than Sgt. 

Speelman, but I figure you'll know who to express our gratitude to based on the time and 

location of the incident. 

Thank you very much. I'm sure your jobs feel thankless a lot of the time but hopefully not this 

time. 



' 
Chief of Police 

Jeff Jennings 

May 9, 2022 

Emeryville Police Department 

2449 Powell Street 

Emeryville, CA 94608 

Captain Jen Louis, Interim Chief of Police 

Berkeley Police Department 

2100 Martin Luther King Jr Way 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Captain Louis, 

Re: Letter of Appreciation for assistance 

On Sunday, May 8, 2022, the Emeryville Police Department received several 911 calls, reporting a 

person brandishing a shotgun in the lobby of the Hotel in our jurisdiction. An outside assist was 

requested and Berkeley Police Department along with several other agencies responded to assist my 

officers on scene. Your officers prompt and professional response was a critical factor in helping us 

conclude this potentially violent incident with no injuries to citizens, staff, or the suspect. 

My sincere appreciation for Berkeleys' assistance in this incident. A cooperative spirit is the backbone to 

public safety in our region and I value our shared commitment to provide the best service to our 

citizens. 

Respectfully, 

���L;�\£) 
Jeff Jennings 

Chief of Police 



From: "Works-Wright, Jamie" <JWorks-Wright@cityofberkeley.info> 
Date: May 4, 2022 
To: "Okies, Joe" <JOkies@cityofberkeley.info>, "Turner, Melanie" <MTurner@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Thank you to Captain Okies & Lt. Turner 

****The message below is on beha(f of 1he MH Commission**** 

Dear Captain Okies and Lieutenant Turner, 

We want to thank you for participating in our Mental Health Commission presentation last Thursday 
evening, especially to be part of a broad discussion with diverse people and groups. 

We appreciated the presentation and details provided by Lieutenant Turner about the monthly 5150s 
and the challenges identifying the information about them. 

We further appreciate BPD's willingness to facilitate access to crisis stabilization services, such as those 
services at BACS Amber House, for individuals who do not meet the 5150 criteria. 

Thank you also for describing the crisis intervention training and the status of CIT officers at the BPD and 
for answering many questions. 

Overall, we are grateful for how the crisis system can be accessed to provide individuals with services 
whenever possible. Again, thank you so much for taking part in our evening. 

Best wishes, 

Chair, Mental Health Commission 
Berkeley, CA 

Thank you for your time. 

Consumer Liaison & Mental Health Commission Secretary 
City of Berkeley 



Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 

To: Louis, Jennifer A. <JLouis@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: On another subject 

Hi Jen, 

On another subject, I wanted to recognize the wonderful Officer Li, who came out today when we had a 

client who might have needed hospitalization. 

He was a model of compassionate, gentle, understanding, for a person who was deeply troubled. 

Note from Chief Louis: 

The sender, is the new Executive Director of the Berkeley Wellness Center which is a 

community-based organization that works through House as an entry point for people with 

mental health needs or substance abuse. They are located at 



L1keside Pina, 1401 LJkesidc Drive, 12" Floor, Oakl.rnd, CA 9.+612-4305 

.lennit�r Louis. Chief 
Bi:rkeley Police Dl'partnh:nt 

Gregon· J .. --\hern, Sht'riff 
'-.- I -

Dire..:tor of Emergency Sen·ices 
Coroner - i\farshal 

2 I 00 !Vlartin Luther King . I r. \\·a: 
Berkeley. Calii'ornia 9-PO-+ 

SUBJECT: SERGE;\NT RYAN .1\1 DERSO\i .,\1\ D SER(jl::.-\'.'JT CI IRISTOPH ER \\'_:\In: 

Deaf Chic.:!' l.nuis: 

On Thursda:. Ma: 5. 2022. the .-\lamc.:da Cuulll: ChiL·ls u1· l'ulic1.: and. 'hl'ril'l's :\ssciciation. 
in associatiun \\ ith the I()() Cluh ni' .-\l:.1111c.:da ( ·nunty. hnstl'd the annu:tl ··Alarnc.:d:1 Cuunty 
Peace' Otfo:l'rs· Memorial Cerernun: _ .. !'his C\\.'lll honors those l:t\\ enfon.:emcrll nlfo:c-rs 
\\·hose li\'es \,ere lost during their pl'rforn1:111cc nr dut: and prutecting 1l1eir rcspecti\ 1..· 
communities. This annual C\ent is hdd :11 the l.un1..· l'rc.:e CL·mctc.:r: in Ha) ,,ard. C,ilifornia. 
and is cnnductc.:d in l'rnnt 01·1hl' ni'-·nwrial t1pun \,hich all those honored members ha1e their 
narnes engra, ed. 

As pan or the sen·icc. an honor guard consisting oi' members i'rorn \ arious la\\ '-·nfon.:ernent 
agencies present the colors ,ind stands guard u, LT till· rncnrnr'icil \\ hi k the name oi' L'ach !�11 kn 
l)i"licer is rcl1t.l to those in a1te1H.lance. In additinn. thc.:sc 111c1111Jc1·s assist \\·ith \\Clcll111i11g and
seating duties. Please com·e: 111: sincere appreciatin11 to Sergeant R:- un :\nckrs6n a11d
Sergea11L Christnpher \\'aitc for their panicipatirn1 in this \L',ir·s ceremony. Their ellnns ant.l
collaboration \\i th other l,l\\ en force1rn:11t n fliL·crs L·ertain 1 :- rnntri butL·d to a \ ery Ii tti ng and
successli.rl event.

I \\ant to thank :-nu for allu\\ing :\lllr st.tff tll assist in the ,11111u,il ... \LtmcJa C!llllll_\ Peace 
Ol'liccrs· i'vlcmuriJI Ccren1lln� ... YL1u Gtn takL· gr·e,11 pridL· in �tl\l\\ ing that _',lllll' 17nsun11el 
handkd tl1L·mse hes pro li.:-ssional I y. I grL'al I: ,·,ti ue ,ind appreci,tlL' 1 hL' ,1ssistancc l'r, 1m the 
r-krkelcy Police DepartrnL'lll und thl' strong \\nt'king relationship het,\eL'n our agL'llCiL·s. \\.ith
that said. I thank Yllll and.'- llur swl'I' l<.ir the cor11im11:d support prm ided to the ;\lanh:Lb
County Shc.:rilrs O!'lice.

Ven· trul :- ,nurs. 

��·�� 



From: John Geissberger <JGeissberger@albanyca.org 

Date: May 27, 2022 at 6:00:29 PM PDT 

To: "Louis, Jennifer A." <JLouis@cityofberkeley.info 

Subject: Your people are amazing!! 

Thanks for the all the hard work and great police work your team did to get into 

custody. My detective Sgt. was so appreciative of all they did to get these cases wrapped up 

and charged by the DA. He constantly commented on how professional and responsive they 

were. 

Thanks again and I hope you have a great weekend. 

John 



From:.' 

Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 11:30 AM 

To: Commendations <commendations@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Sergeant Lee -- Praise 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

On April 7, 2022, I was admitted to Alta Bates by my primary care physician because of 

suicidal ideation. Very soon after that I was reported as a missing person. While I was in the 

waiting area, Sergeant Lee came and talked to me. He let me know that others were 

concerned about my status and that he would let them know where I was. I was feeling very 

fragile, and his demeanor and conversation were perfect, concerned without being either 

critical or overbearing. 

My sister also let me know that she was very favorably impressed with him 

and with the Berkeley Police Department as a whole, because he responded so promptly, 

politely, and effectively to their concern. 

· I have always had a high regard for the Berkeley police. It is even higher after this

event. Please convey my sincere gratitude to Sergeant Lee.

Sufficient unto the day are the pleasures thereof. 

/ said that. 



To: Chief Louis 

Fr: 

Re: Commendation: Officer Abdullah 

In the end of March, on or around March 29th, I contacted BPD to do a welfare 
. check on a woman who appeared to be under the Influence of meth or alternatively 

severely bi-polar and not under the influence. She was extremely emotionally dlsbJrbed 
recounting stories of sexual abuse and alleged child abuse in the neighborhood in which 
she lived In East Oakland. 

I originally spoke to her In Albany and APO assessed her under 51.50 but she did not 
present at that time as meeting aiteria. She expressed and interest in going tc 

and I mistakenly believed that BPO- more adequately staffed than Berkeley 
could transport her there. 

By the time I reached the Albany/Berkeley city limit, she was Indicating that she felt 
suicidal. I contacted BPO again and Officer Abdullah arrived with 

From the onset , his demeanor was patient, attentive and kind. Despite the rambling 
and often upsetting content of the woman's speech and it longevity ( it was aproxlmately 
30 minutes before EMS arrived) he engaged - as much as possible the content of her 
communication, offered reassurances, and was generally kind and supportive. What most struch 
me was that his demeanor was completely respectful and not condescending or devaluing. 

I really was impressed by his commlttment to treat everyone equally , his _patience and commlttment

Sincerely, 



A l B A n Y 

5/31/2022 

Sgt. Jesse Grant 

Berkeley Police Department 

2100 Martin Luther King Jr Way 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Sgt. Grant, 

CITY OF ALBANY

.

:,-:-'\ POLICE DEPARTMENT 

.:_?· {-'' ,- ;;,' · 1000 SAN PABLO AVENUE 

;, -� .:, ALBANY, CA 9470G 
.. , ·,.:,. 

"1' 510 525-7300 
. 

510 525-1360 FAX 

JOHN GEISSBERGER 
CHIEF OF POLICE 

I wanted to send this letter commending the outstanding performance of Detective Samantha Martinez 

in regards to Berkeley PD cases i. \lbany PD cases . dnd 

Oakland PD case·· 

Since April 2022, the communities of Berkeley, Albany, and Oakland were terrorized by a sexual assault 

suspect who appeared to be escalating. I truly believe that if it was not for the work of Detective 

Martinez and the rest of your team, this suspect would still be on the street continuing to commit these 

heinous crimes. 

Detective Martinez took the lead on this case and shined representing the Berkeley Police Department 

in the finest light. From developing the suspect to his arrest and confession, Detective Martinez was 

skilled and professional. 

It was an honor to have been able to work side by side with Detective Martinez and your team and I 

attribute our success to the hard work of your division. 

Respectfully, 

/;�' Detective Sergeant 

Albany Police Department 

cc: Chief John Geissberger, Lt. David Belman, Lt. John Costenbader 

SERVICE • PROFESSIONALISM � PRIDE � TEAMWORI,"' DCDICATION 



From: Rodrigues, Veronica 
Sent: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 12:04 PM 
To: Jung, Roselyn C. <RJung@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: FW: aquatic park 

Rosie-

Could you please process the email below from Mr. Brewer as a commendation for Officers Brian 
· Hartley, Alex McDougall, and George Schikore.

I would like to commend these officers for their collaborative work in clearing the encampment
south of South Aquatic Park. The removal of this camp provided some much needed relief to our
community and_ business members.

Thank you,
Roni

From: 

Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2022 9:52 AM 
To: Radu, Peter <pradu@cityofberkeley.info> 
Cc: Ferris, Scott <SFerris@cityofberkeley.info>; Williams, Wanda <WWilliams@cityofberkeley.info>; 
Pratt, Bruce <bpratt@cityofberkeley.info>; Vance-Dozier, Okeya <OVance-Dozier@cityofberkeley.info>; 
Hartley, Brian <BHartley@cityofberkeley.info>; Rodrigues, Veronica <VRodrigues@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Re: aquatic park 

I would like to thank whoever took care of the growing encampment. We had an event at the facility 
over Memorial Day Weekend and it was great to have those parking spaces available and the trash 
removed. 

Technical Director 
YMTC 



From: 

Sent: Thursday, June 02, 2022 1:18 PM 

To: Commendations commendations@cityofberkeley.info 

Subject: thank you 

I wanted to commend all the folks in BPD, youth services and mobile crisis who worked together to 

swiftly address the potential threat of mass shooting at Berkeley High this week. Thank you for airing on 

the side of caution in arresting the troubled teen and sparing us a possible tragedy in Berkeley. The 

police response very well saved lives here. Our officers take a lot of heat and don't get enough thanks 

for the hard work they do every day. 

Please share this with them in gratitude. 



WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

I wanted to commend whichever officer it was that practiced exceptional patience dealing with a 

potentially mentally disturbed person at Bakers and Commons this morning, at the corner of Russell and 

College. 



To 

:From 

.·subject 

Berkeley Police Department 

Memorandum 

Chief Louis #C-l M>r-.tlL--<.P 

. Sgt. Marble #S-20 

Date · · 6/14/2022

Commendation for the involved Officers -

'On 6/12/22, I received the atta.ched letter from " 
Ori 6/10/22 at 0535 hours, an intruder entered her house and 

ended up naked in her bathroom. 1 called the Berkeley police and was. 
,so impressed with the BPD Officers response that she penned the attached letter. 
Cl am forwarding this up the chain of commahd for commendations for all Officers. 

Created 6/14/22 
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From: 

Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 9:39:36 AM 
To: Jones, Megan <mcjones@cityofberkeley.info> 
Cc: Wilson, Brian D.<BWilson@cityofberkeley.info>; Turner, Melanie <MTurner@cityofberkeley.info> 
Subject: Thank you!! 

Internal 

Hi Megan, 

Dropping a note to say you are the hero of our household! My kids were with their preschool teachers 
yesterday afternoon when you rescued the kitten from the car engine. 

Brian and Mel, the backstory is that a kitten hid in the engine of our preschool teacher's car, then took 
an unplanned ride on the freeway all the way to the school. When the teachers heard meowing but 
couldn't coax the kitten out of the engine they called the PD non-emergency line, and Megan delivered! 

is 5. He was really excited to tell the story of how the 3 police officers rescued the kitten. I told him 
to draw you a picture to express his gratitud�. I'll put the original in your box. @ 

Thank you for all you do! 

Sarah 

she/her /hers 

Emergency Services Coordinator 

City of Berkelev Offic:P nf Fmergency Services 

e I I 



From:: 

Sent: Sunday, June 26, 2022 10:41 PM 

To: BPD Webmail <bpdwebmail@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Please pass along a thank you to Officer Rittenhouse 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

Hi there, 

I am overwhelmed with gratitude (as is my son) regarding the effort Officer Rittenhouse put into 

retrieving my son's stolen iPhone! My son's phone was stolen in Emeryville and alongside an Emeryville 

officer, we were able to track and almost locate the phone. After over an hour of searching the parking 

lot of the location, it appeared the phone was shut off by the individual who stole the phone. Then, 

when my son checked the location of the phone at 6 p.m. tonight., it was tracked to a specific house on 

Ashby Ave. When I called the Emeryville police, they said I had to call Berkeley. Officer Rittenhouse was 

able to locate and confiscate the phone and we were able to drive to Berkeley from our home in San 

Rafael and retrieve my son's iPhone. Please thank Officer Rittenhouse for us and we are grateful that 

even though this was a small crime, the police took it seriously enough to visit the location of the phone 

at the house and get our phone back! What a day. 

Thanks again, 



From: 

Date: Tue, Jun 7, 2022 at 1:42 PM 

Subject: Thank You 

To: 

I wanted to reach out and thank you for coordinating Sunday's patrol for all of us. It made the 

participants feel wekomed and safe. Each site expressed appreciation and commented on the 

professionalism of the officers. As always we are very grateful for BPD's service to us and the greater 

community. 

I look forward to working together in the future. 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

June 30, 2022 

To: Honor�/yor and Members of the City Council
From: Michael Chmig, Chairperson, Police Accountability Board 
Re: Commendation for Reserve Officers of Berkeley Police Department 

At its May 11 and May 25, 2022 meetings, the Police Accountability Board reviewed a group of 
letters and emails from members of the public and from other departmental employees thanking 
and praising members of our Police Department for a wide variety of excellent police work. 
This commendation was prompted by a letter in appreciation of several of our Reserve Officers 
who serve on the BPD's Fleet Team, coordinating maintenance, repair, and cleaning of patrol 
vehicles. Upon inquiring with the BPD, the Board learned that many Reserve Officers have a 
lengthy history of service to our Police Department, and that two of ttrenTl1a�ITe�-----
Reserve Officer Program for more than 50 years! 
We understand that Reserve Officers complement the work of regular sworn officers in many 
ways. In addition to the Fleet Team, Reserve Officers work patrol shifts, staff special events, 
work in the Warrant Bureau and the Property Room, conduct background investigations, and 
more. Collectively, these officers work days, nights, and weekends. At a time when recruitment 
and retention of regular sworn officers is a challenge, the hours that Reserve Officers devote to 
police work is no doubt of great value to the BPD's operations. 
The Police Accountability Board wishes to recognize the dedication, commitment, and longevity 
of our Reserve Officers: Kevin Fong, Marianne Jamison, Martin Magee, Michael Levitch, 
Mitchell Richman, Danny Lam, John Jones, Roosevelt Brown, Steven Lathrop, David Coons, 
Heather Haney, Victor Martinez, Martin Heist, and Larry Parker. Ultimately, their service to the 
BPD is a service to the community, and for that the Board is grateful. 

cc: Jennifer Louis, Interim Police Chief 
Police Accountability Board Members 

1947 Center Street, 5 th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 TEL 510-981-4950 TDD: 510-981-6903 FAX 510-981-4955 
Website: www.cityofberkeley.info/dpa/ Email: dpa@cityofberkeley.info 



A L B A n Y 

June 9, 2022

Chief Jennifer Louis 
Berkeley Police Department 
2100 Martin Luther King Jr. Way
Berkeley, Ca. 94704 

Chief Louis,

Urban Village by the Bay 

CALIFORnlA 

CITY OF ALBANY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

1000 SAN PABLO AVENUE 

ALBANY, CA 94706 

510 525-7300 

510 525-1360 FAX 

JOHN GEISSBERGER 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

www.AlbanyCA.org/police 

I want to thank Lt. Jen Tate for her willingness to be a panelist on our sergeant promotional process.
As expected Jen represented your department well and helped to ensure our candidate would be
fairly evaluated and vetted for this key position within our organization. I know this took away
from Je!1's normal duties and I appreciate you allowing her to help us today. 

I hope you are doing well.

�incer�

J)bn�iss�
Chief of Police 

�ECEIVED 

JUN 2 .-, L l'/_;

OFFICE Of �Hf: CHiEJ

SERVICE • PROFESSIONALISM • PRIDE • TEAMWORK ♦ DEDICATION 



From: 

Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 1:44:55 PM 

To: Edwards, Donovan <DEdwards@cityofberkeley.info>; Egbert, Neil <NEgbert@cityofberkeley.info>; 

Bonaventure, Christopher <CBonaventure@cityofberkeley.info>; Kacalek, Darren M. 

<DKacalek@cityofberkeley.info>; Bejarano, Andres <abejarano@cityofberkeley.info>; Jacala, Edwin 

<eiacala@cityofberkeley.info>; Vaile, Matthew <MValle@cityofberkeley.info>; McGee, Matthew 

<MMcGee@cityofberkeley.info>; Perry, Jessica <JPerry@cityofberketey.info>; Lindenau, David 
<DLindenau@cltyofberkeley.info> 

Subject: 422 case 

Internal 

Hi all, 

and 

I just wanted to highlight the great work by Officer Edwards #135 on 6/29/22. Officer Edwards 
was working one of his mandatory OT shifts when he received a call for service from city staff in 
which a person entered the Southeast Berkeley Library on Benvenue. The person threatened to 
commit a shooting at the library. A library is a place that all people (stafi� parents, and children) 
should foel safe at. Officer Valle assisted with a witness statement. Officer Edwards was able to 
obtain photographs ofthe person and the person was identified in about an hour. Officer Jacala 
assisted with the photo line ups with the city staff 

It was also determined that the suspect stole from CVS and assaulted a person in People·s Park 
earlier in the day. Sgt Kacalek also assisted with photo lineups for the theft case. The suspect 
later came to the BPD Station on his own accord and was arrested (a special thanks to Sgt 
Kacalek for detaining and booking the suspect - he still has to figure out how to do the RIPA). I 
spoke to his parole officer and she advised me that she vvas already working on a 3056 warrant 
for his ,mest. The person was arrested for PC 421, PC 484, PC 1203.2, and the warrant. 

Officer Edwards followed up with the victim and the victim said, "I want to thank you again for 
finding this person and letting me know he'd been mTested. I am working from home today
please reach out by cell or email if anything comes up and just so you know, you really helped 
me yesterday by being so nice and I appreciate it. Thank you to you and your team .. 

I appreciate Officer Edwards· and everyone else involved dedication to helping the community 
of Berkeley through proactive investigating in a short time frame that possibly prevented a 
shooting at a library. 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

June 30, 2022 

To: Honorable.Jt,_zr and Members of the City Council
From: Michael Chf�zg, Chairperson, Police Accountability Board 
Re: Commendation for Officers Dillon Armistead, Wesley Grover, Tyler Moore, Madison 

Albrandt, Noor Abdoulmawla, Veron Legall, Zackery Nash, and Semir Muratovic; and 
Community Service Officer Dorin Lee 

At its May 11, 2022 meeting, the Police Accountability Board reviewed a group of letters and 
emails from members of the public and from other departmental employees thanking and 
praising members of our Police Department for a wide variety of excellent police work. The 
Board members identified several incidents in which BPD employees acted in such an 
exceptional manner that additional recognition was merited. 
Two incidents occurring almost simultaneously in the early morning hours of March 6, 2021, 
stood out to the Board. In the first one, officers responded to a report of an assault and found a 
victim with a knife in his back. Officers rendered aid and, in the ensuing search for the assailant, 
an officer saw an assault in progress, with a second stab wound victim. While officers provided 
medical aid to the second victim, including application of two tourniquets, other officers worked 
to subdue the suspect. That was highly challenging because the suspect was erratic and initially 
refused officers' command to drop the knife being wielded, but eventually the suspect relented. 
Soon after that, the suspect in the first assault was located in Oakland; that suspect admitted to 
the stabbing and was arrested. 
It was later determined that the two assaults, which took place in the same area at around the 
same time, were unrelated. Officers continued to gather evidence in both cases, coordinating 
with the U.C. and Oakland Police Departments, interviewing the suspects, and obtaining search 
warrants. Four days later, both suspects were charged; one for felony assault and the other for 
attempted murder, each with felony enhancements. 
The Police Accountability Board voted to commend Officers Armistead, Grover, Moore, 
Albrandt, Abdoulmawla, Legall, Nash, and Muratovic; and CSO D. Lee for their teamwork and 
professionalism in these cases, which went above and beyond their typical duties. Both scenes 
were chaotic and dynamic, and required rendering medical aid to the victims, perhaps saving 
the life of the second victim. The officers showed great restraint when detaining the violent and 
armed suspect in the second case. And, their investigative work resulted in charges being 
brought against both suspects. Overall, officers displayed excellence in many facets of police 
work in these cases. 
cc: Jennifer Louis, Interim Police Chief 

Police Accountability Board Members 

1947 Center Street, 5 th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 TEL: 510-981-4950 TDD: 510-981-6903 FAX: 510-981-4955 
Website: www.cityofberkeley.info/dpa/ Email: dpa@cityofberkeley.info 



WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the 

sender and know the content is safe. 

At 5 am on 6/19, some criminals came by my home and cut the catalytic converter from my car. I was in 

Germany at the time. Apparently a neighbor called it in and Officer Navarro responded very soon after 

it happened. She had precise information about when it happened too. 

She rang the smart bell on our door and I got a notification, so I answered, from thousands of miles 

away. She handled this bizarre situation of talking to a doorbell about a property crime better than 

anyone I know would have. Imagine spelling out your email address to a doorbell! It's cool that we can 

do that but not all of us humans are there yet. 

That alone deserves respect - a lot of people would have tapped out. She didn't. 

Armed with her timeline I was able to pull video from our cameras - still from Germany! - and get them 

to her. 

I wish I could say that there was a triumphant arrest and perp walk and that the cat on my 17 year old 

car was magically renewed. But what I can say is that Officer Navarro did everything possible to make a 

stressful situation feel contained. The technology helped, but only because she was willing to use tools 

that are still pretty new to a lot of us. 

Oh: and because I was able to coordinate with Officer Navarro, I scheduled a repair for the day after my 

return and preordered the parts, which have a long lead time. So that's a very tangible benefit to me! 

Please keep cultivating resourceful officers like Officer Navarro. She's a credit to the force. 



WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Attention Police Chief: 

Mr. or Ms. police chief, My name is and I need for you to know that Officer Tran is an 

exceptional officer ii who went in my opinion beyond the call of duty to assistant me downtown

Berkeley maybe 3 or 4 months ago around 10 am. My car would not start and wouldn't you know it I did 

not have my cell phone to call for assistance. I was in town visiting with my son and family and was 

downtown having coffee and something to eat. When I went to leave my car would not start and I was 

essentially stranded without a cell phone. Officer Tran was driving by so I flagged him down and 

explained my situation. He called my son to let him know that I needed help and waited in the area until 

my son arrived . 

Officer Tran was understanding, patient and sincere in trying to help me although I know he could have 

been too busy with other priorities! Please consider him as a special officer who deserves some kind of 

accommodation or recognition for his sincere commitment to helping the public in any way necessary. I 

would have contacted you initially but had misplaced Officer Tran's business card. 

Thanks again to Officer Tran and the Berkeley Police department for having an officer like Mr. Tran. 

If you have any questions regarding this contact me at· at any time! 

With all sincerity & & & 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

June 30, 2022

To: Honorable Ma�and Members of the City Council
From: Michael Chang, ct"airperson, Police Accountability Board
Re: Commendation for Sergeant Samantha Speelman, Officer Jaylon DeBruin, and Officer

Geoffrey Mitchell

At its May 11, 2022 meeting, the Police Accountability Board reviewed a group of letters and
emails from members of the public and from other departmental employees thanking and 
praising members of our Police Department for a wide variety of excellent work. The Board 
members identified several incidents in which BPD employees acted in such an exceptional
manner that additional recognition was merited.
One such incident occurred on March 6, 2021, when officers were called to the Sather Gate
Garage because a man in crisis was threatening to jump off the roof. Officers De Bruin and 
Mitchell, the initial responders, engaged the subject to keep him calm, and did so with kindness
and compassion. They were joined by Sergeant Samantha Speelman, a trained Crisis 
Intervention Team officer and former Special Response Team negotiator, who took over
communicating with the man.
As described by her superior, Sergeant Speelman gained the man's trust by listening to his 
concerns, showing empathy, and assuring him he had a say in the outcome of the situation.
Eventually, the man came off the ledge, walked to Sergeant Speelman, and broke down 
sobbing. The three officers continued to talk to the man, reassuring him that he was a good
person and had made the right decision. Even when the immediate threat of danger had 
subsided, the officers patiently continued engaging with him, encouraging the man to talk
through his emotions.
The Police Accountability Board voted to commend Sergeant Speelman, Officer DeBruin and
Officer Mitchell for several reasons: the officers displayed superior handling of a difficult 
situation, engaged in actions above and beyond typical duties, and showed extraordinary 
compassion, empathy and kindness. Their outstanding professionalism resulted in the best
possible outcome - a life saved.

cc: Jennifer Louis, Interim Police Chief 
Police Accountability Board Members

1947 Center Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 TEL: 510-981-4950 TDD: 510-981-6903 FAX: 510-981-4955 
Website: www.cityofberkeley.info/dpa/ Email: dpa@cityofberkeley.info 



From: I 

Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2022 6:30:40 PM 

To: Louis, Jennifer A. <JLouis@cityofberkeley.info> 

Cc: Williams-Ridley, Dee <DWilliams-Ridley@cityofberkeley.info>; Buddenhagen, Paul 

<PBuddenhagen@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: BPD participation in PRW Summer Programs 

Internal 

Jen 

I am emailing you to pass on a huge "Thank You" from the Parks Recreation and Waterfront 

Department (see _ email below}. Your officers have attended a variety of Teen events this 

summer including the 3-Day Teen Family Camp at Berkeley Tuolumne Camp. These teen 

programs are where we serve our largest portion of POC and your attendance has made a 

difference in the quality and effectiveness of our programs. 

Thank you 

From: f 

Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2022 9:48 AM 

To: 

Cc:. 

Subject: Thank you For Sending Officers Attending Our Field Trips 

Internal 

-

Please relay my hea1twarming message to the City of Berkeley's. Interim Police Chief Jen Louis 
on behalf of the Recreation Division. Young Adult Project (YAP), and Teen Program. I want to 
acknowledge the officers listed below for their exceptional, extraordinary, and outstanding, 
services they provided in building relationships in the community with our youth and families: 

TEENS FAMILY CAMP JUNE 24-26. 2022 
o Ofc Geoffrey Mitchell
o Ofc Alex Villarroel
o Ofc Samantha Martinez
o Ofc Marissa Pickett

A'S GAME: JUNE 8. 2022 
o Sgt Mike Parsons
o Ofc Geoffrey Mitchell
o Ofc Lionel Dozier
o Ofc Nick Turney
o Ofc Alex Villarroel
o Ofc Samantha Martinez



SIX FLAGS: JUNE 11 

o Ofc Geoffrey Mitchell
o Ofc Alex Villarroel
o Ofc Nick Turney
o Ofc Samantha Martinez

These officers have left an indelible impression on our youth with their phenomenal attention 
and interaction with them will not be.forgotten. We have more trips coming up and hope they 
will join us again. 

A's Game: July 27 
Great America: July 29 
Fresh Adventures Carnping- Tuolumne August 1 1-14 
Fresh Adventures Camping- Echo Lake Camping August 26 - 28 

Thunk 1·011. 

a J,S
aKe 

if 
Bet er!



-----Original Message----

From: 

Sent: Saturday, July 9, 2022 11:24 AM 

To: Louis, Jennifer A. <JLouis@dtyofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Officer Cris Waite's help 

WARNING: This is not a City of Berkeley email. Do not click links or attachments unless you trust the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Officer Louis, 

I would like to 'compliment Officer Chris for his help and kindness on Tuesday, July 5. 

I was at the Wells Fargo ATM on Telegraph and Russell in Berkeley. When I tried to get out $300, the 
machine gave me $2,000. That caused a theft alarm, which Officer Chris answered. He helped me get 
the situation straightened out at the College Ave. bank and reported the defective ATM machine. 

His concern and caring were much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Sent from my iPad 

rjung
Pencil



From: White, Byron E. 

Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2022 9:40 AM 

To: Jung, Roselyn C. <RJung@cityofberkeley.info>; Wilson, Brian D. <BWilson@cityofberkeley.info> 

Cc: Jacobs, Kizzara <KJacobs@cityofberkeley.info> 

Subject: Good work/Commendation 

Internal 

https://twitter .com/sfskp/status/15394414 75 7 45 7 67 424 ?s=2 l&t= Hdd4J IJ4g PgvTG b62o jRAA 



These are real public servants. Thank you to the cop 

that pushed this car uphill to help the stranded folks� 

#Berkeley #shattuckave #goodcops 

@JesseArreguin @UC Berkeley #ucberkeley 

7:53 PM • Jun 2·1, 2022 • Twitter for Anclroici 

Q 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

June 30, 2022 

To: Honorable��r and Members of the City Council 
From: Michael Chartg; Chairperson, Police Accountability Board 
Re: Commendation for Officers Devin Hogan, Shira Warren, Rush Jackson, and Matthew 

Valle 

At its May 11, 2022 meeting, the Police Accountability Board reviewed a group of letters and 
emails from members of the public and from other departmental employees thanking and 
praising members of our Police Department for a wide variety of excellent police work. The 
Board members identified several incidents in which BPD employees acted in such an 
exceptional manner that additional recognition was merited. 
An incident that occurred on October 18 , 2021, is one example of this outstanding work. On 
that date, Officer Warren responded to a report of two men in a vehicle with one appearing 
"dead." She determined that the man was unconscious but breathing. Officers Hogan, Jackson, 
and Valle soon arrived, and determined the unconscious man might be suffering from an opioid 
overdose. Officer Hogan administered Narcan, but the man stopped breathing after about 30 
seconds. The three officers then pulled the man out of the car and Officer Hogan administered a 
second dose of Narcan. He then began chest compressions, and continued doing so as the 
man was foaming at the mouth and turning blue; during this time, BFD arrived and began their 
assessment. BFD took over treatment, and the man started breathing on his own as he was 
being wheeled into the ambulance. 
The man fully recovered andwrote to the officers," I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the 
Berkeley Police and specifically Officer Warren for saving my life. My family and I cannot thank 
her enough for her valiant service. God bless Officer Warren and the Berkeley Police." 
The Police Accountability Board voted to commend Officers Hogan, Warren, Jackson, and Valle 
for their superior handling of a difficult situation - a rapidly unfolding and life-threatening event 
that tested the officers' skills in working under pressure. The officers met this challenge well. 

cc: Jennifer Louis, Interim Police Chief 
Police Accountability Board Members 

1947 Center Street, 5th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 TEL: 510-981-4950 TDD: 510-981-6903 FAX: 510-981-4955 
Website: www.cityofberkeley.info/dpa/ Email: dpa@cityofberkeley.info 
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