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Sierra Club California defines Climate Literacy as

In other words: Sustained, Interdisciplinary, and Solutions-focused



Why Climate Literacy?



It’s not consistently taught 

Although most states have classroom standards that at least mention human-caused 
climate change, most teachers aren't actually talking about climate change in their 
classrooms.

https://www.npr.org/2019/04/22/714262267/most-teachers-dont-teach-climate-change-4-in-5-parents-wish-they-did



It changes behavior

~20% reduction

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0206266



A 2021 Global Survey of youth found 

More than 45% of respondents said their feelings about climate change negatively affected 
their daily life and functioning, and many reported a high number of negative thoughts about 
climate change (eg, 75% said that they think the future is frightening and 83% said that they 
think people have failed to take care of the planet).

Climate anxiety and distress were correlated with perceived inadequate government response 
and associated feelings of betrayal.

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext

It’s overdue



“When it comes to climate change, we have to take the fear 
and redirect it in a productive way. We have to take action, 
and we can’t be stuck because we’re afraid. “ 

– Bill Nye



BUSD’s Commitment to 
Climate Literacy



Nov ‘21: BUSD Passes Climate Literacy Resolution



1 scientific understanding of the cause and effect of climate change

  2 learning the historical/political context of environmental justice

  3 youth empowerment: building leadership

4 advocacy: teaching communication skills for advocating for change

5 hands-on, community-based events and projects to mitigate climate change

BUSD’s definition of Climate Literacy is: 



BUSD Climate Literacy Resolution

The resolution commits to:

● “Graduating students who are well versed in climate change 
science, issues, & solutions and environmental justice as a civil 
rights issue

● By June 15th, 2023, creation of a professional development plan 
for the implementation of this curriculum.”

● Pay teachers for their work



California Budget Request



Statewide Budget Request for Climate Literacy



Statewide Budget Request for Climate Literacy

Public letter of support urges members of the State Legislature, State Board of 
Education, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the California 
Department of Education to collaborate on a multi-pronged effort to execute a 
climate literacy implementation strategy focused on solutions and scaled to 
meet the climate emergency: 

1. Provide $40MM for leadership at the state level
2. Provide $60MM for direction and support at the county level
3. Provide $100MM for District implementation and integration

Full text at http://tinyurl.com/CA4ClimateLiteracy



Supporting Organizations



Supporting Organizations



Next Steps



Opportunities for ECC

Maintain open lines of communication with BUSD Climate 
Literacy Working Group

Engage students in Vision 2050, Electrification Strategy, and 
other city projects through Project-based learning 

Refer Sign-on letter to Council to support statewide climate 
literacy budget request



Rebecca Franke, Helen Fitzmaurice, Ernest Pacheco, and the members 
of the Sierra Club Climate Literacy Committee

OUSD’s OTACA and ECCL teams

Ten Strands

The founding members of the BUSD Climate Literacy Working Group:
Ella Suring, BHS student, Aryn Faur, Ellen McClure, Jacqueline Omania, 

Bethany Lourie, Neelam Patil, Sarah Ranney, and Martha Cain

Laura Babitt, BUSD Board Sponsor

Thank You


