
Lead Paint Hazard Enforcement

Environment & Climate Commission

May 24, 2023



Outline 

• Background

• Current Status

• Next Steps



Background

CEAC recommendation (2018-2019) → Council Action (2019)

• Continue current work

• Identify resources to expand enforcement

• Leverage help of Alameda County Healthy Homes



Background: Responding Staff

• Neighborhood Services (City Managers Office 311)

• Hazardous Materials Inspectors (Planning Toxics Division)

• Building Inspectors (Planning Building and Safety Division)

• Housing Inspectors (Planning Building and Safety Division)

• Environmental Health Inspectors (HHCS Environmental Health Division)



Background: Process

Complaint Routing

1. Projects with Building Permits
Demo, New Construction, Renovations

2. Projects with NO Building Permits
Interior/Exterior Painting

3. Rental Housing
Complaint-based Inspections

Proactive Inspections



Internal



Background – Federal

EPA regulates lead-based paint hazards thru 
various codes and acts. 

Lead Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) Program

Lead Abatement Program

Lead Disclosure Program 

EPA researches and enforces violations
~100 cases per year

https://www.epa.gov/lead/protect-your-family-sources-lead

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-R/part-745
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-R/part-745
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-10/oecaleadbulletin102722_0.pdf


Background: State 

https://www.achhd.org/documents/LeadPaintHazardsInHomes-AGuideforCodeEnforcement.pdf



Background: Local
• BMC 17.20.030: No matter other than stormwater may be discharged into the storm drain system.

If peeling paint is found in the “Storm Drain System” as defined by BMC 17.20.020(F) - those facilities within the City
by which stormwater may be conveyed to waters of the San Francisco Bay, including roads with drainage systems,
municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, humanmade channels, storm drains and natural
watercourses.

• BMC 1.26.010: Certain violations of City ordinances declared public nuisances--Abatement by injunction.

• BMC 19.40: Orders from the building official.

• BMC 11.36.020.(E): The keeping of any building, or any part of a building, which on account of its dilapidated
condition or of its occupancy by any person or persons afflicted with communicable diseases, or by filthy tenants,
may endanger the life or health of residents therein or in the vicinity thereof;
Relies on designation of a health and safety hazard.

• BMC 13.79.060.C.7: Fail to perform any repairs in a timely and professional manner that minimizes inconvenience
to the Tenant; or fail to exercise due diligence in completing repairs and maintenance once undertaken; or fail to
follow appropriate industry standards to or protocols designed to minimize exposure to noise, dust, lead paint,
asbestos, other building materials with potentially harmful health impacts.



Current Status

• Projects needing Building Permits



Current Status

• Projects NOT needing Building Permits
• Spring/Summer

• Neighbor Reporting

• Rental Housing
• Inspections

• Tenant Complaints

• Children Present?



• Healthy Homes
• MOU created JPA in 1991

• $10 per unit built before 1978

• Money directed towards
education and outreach

• Used to leverage HUD grants

• MANY resources on website
• Free trainings (staff and residents)

• Grants for repairs

• Lead Safety Consultations

Current Status

https://www.achhd.org/leadpoisoning/leadp.htm

Next Monthly Meeting of the JPA Board: May 25, 2023

https://www.achhd.org/leadpoisoning/leadp.htm
https://www.acgov.org/cda/lead/documents/May25gen.23.pdf


nal



Next Steps – Short Term

• Update the COB Flow Chart
• New pathways / Code Sections / Turn Around Times / Contacts

• Establish Enforcement Pathway & Responsible Parties
• Leverage State Housing Law

• Additional staff resources

• Additional staff training

• Improve Delivery of City Information
• Web page

• Include information in COB mailers (e.g. RHSP annual fee)



Next Steps – Long Term

• Continue to work with Healthy Homes to enhance
COB-specific offerings

• Research effective programs / Best practices

• Hire dedicated staff to operate a program

New York City

Long Beach, CA

Philadelphia, PA

Baltimore, MD

https://www.nyc.gov/content/leadfree/pages/
https://www.longbeach.gov/health/inspections-and-reporting/reporting/lead-program/
https://www.phila.gov/programs/lead-and-healthy-homes-program/
https://health.baltimorecity.gov/lead/lead-poisoning


Questions 

Alene Pearson

Planning and Development Department

apearson@berkeleyca.gov

mailto:apearson@berkeleyca.gov
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