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BERKELEY CITY COUNCIL HEALTH, LIFE ENRICHMENT, EQUITY & 
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, January 25, 2021 
10:00 AM 

 
Committee Members:  

Councilmembers Rashi Kesarwani, Terry Taplin, and Ben Bartlett 
Alternate: Councilmember Rigel Robinson 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY:  THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  
 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 
2020, this meeting of the City Council Health, Life Enrichment, Equity & Community Committee 
will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference.   Please be 
advised that pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public 
by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical 
meeting location available.   
 
To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android 
device: Use URL - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84977897399 If you do not wish for your name to 
appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to 
be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon on the screen. 
 
To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 or 1-877-853-5257 (Toll Free) and Enter Meeting ID: 849 
7789 7399. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, press *9 
and wait to be recognized by the Chair.  
 
Written communications submitted by mail or e-mail to the Health, Life Enrichment, Equity, & 
Community Committee by 5:00 p.m. the Friday before the Committee meeting will be distributed 
to the members of the Committee in advance of the meeting and retained as part of the official 
record.  City offices are currently closed and cannot accept written communications in person. 

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84977897399
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AGENDA 
 

Roll Call: 10:03 a.m. All present. 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters: 2 speakers 
 
Election of Chair 
 
           Action: M/S/C (Bartlett/Taplin) to elect Councilmember Kesarwani as Chair.  

Vote: All Ayes. 
 
 

Minutes for Approval 
 Draft minutes for the Committee's consideration and approval. 

 

1. 
 

Minutes - December 14, 2020 
 
Action: M/S/C (Bartlett/Kesarwani) to approve the minutes of December 14, 
2020. 
Vote: All Ayes. 

 

Committee Action Items 

 The public may comment on each item listed on the agenda for action as the item is taken up. The Chair 
will determine the number of persons interested in speaking on each item. Up to ten (10) speakers may 
speak for two minutes. If there are more than ten persons interested in speaking, the Chair may limit the 
public comment for all speakers to one minute per speaker. 

Following review and discussion of the items listed below, the Committee may continue an item to a future 
committee meeting, or refer the item to the City Council. 

 

2. 
 

Service Animals Welcome Training 
From: Commission on Disability 
Referred: March 30, 2020 
Due: January 30, 2021 
Recommendation: That the City Council refer to the City Manager a request to 
implement education and training provisions of the Service Animals Welcome Policy 
and Program: 
a. Work with Business Improvement Districts and Commercial District Organizations 
to provide opportunities for businesses to learn about their responsibilities regarding 
service animals in their places of business.  
b. Provide information on Service Animals and Access Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities accompanied by a Service Animal as required staff training on non-
discrimination under applicable federal, state and local statutes, regulations and 
policies.  
c. Provide necessary and adequate support to the Disability Compliance Program.  
Financial Implications: Staff time 
Contact: Dominika Bednarska, Commission Secretary, (510) 981-6300 
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Action: 3 speakers. M/S/C (Kesarwani/Taplin) to send the item to Council with a 
qualified positive recommendation to take the following action: 
Refer to the City Manager to review existing information provided to businesses 
on the Service Animals Welcome Policy and Program as well as other 
information related to the rights of people with disabilities (pursuant to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act) and to continue efforts to create an online 
training.  
 
Further, refer to the City Manager to: 
a. Work with Business Improvement Districts, the Chamber of Commerce, and 
other business organizations to provide opportunities for businesses to learn 
about their responsibilities regarding service animals in their places of business 
and the rights of people with disabilities, using, for example, the business license 
renewal as an opportunity to communicate to businesses.  
b. Provide information on Service Animals and Access Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities accompanied by a Service Animal as required City staff training on 
nondiscrimination under applicable federal, state, and local statutes, regulations 
and policies.  
c. Provide necessary and adequate support to the Disability Compliance 
Program. 

       Vote: All Ayes.  
 

3. 
 

Support Vision 2025 for Sustainable for Sustainable Food Policies 
From: Councilmember Davila (Author) 
Referred: August 31, 2020 
Due: February 15, 2021 
Recommendation: 1. Adopt a Resolution Supporting Vision 2025 for Sustainable 
Food Policies 
2. Join San Francisco, Chicago and Austin in signing the Milan Urban Food Policy 
Pact (MUFPP) which includes forming an advisory body on sustainable food policies. 
3. Support adoption of a Climate-Friendly Food Purchasing Policy as described by 
Friends of the Earth to replace 50% of the City’s annual animal-based food 
procurement with plant-based food.  
4. Short Term Referral to the City Manager to: a. Track the amount of animal-based 
food replaced with plant-based food; b. Use Friends of the Earth’s Municipal Guide to 
Climate-Friendly Food Purchasing for the procurement of plant-based food.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Cheryl Davila, Councilmember, District 2, (510) 981-7120 

 

Action: 3 speakers. Presentation made and discussion held. Item continued to 
the next meeting on February 8, 2021.  
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4. 
 

Create and Support an Adopt an Unhoused community program 
From: Councilmember Davila (Author), Councilmember Harrison (Co-Sponsor) 
Referred: November 16, 2020 
Due: May 8, 2021 
Recommendation: 1. Adopt a resolution to create and support neighborhood 
volunteers and community groups adopting an encampment, street campers, RV / 
Vehicle community, located along University Avenue/ Shattuck Avenue / Adeline 
corridor/ San Pablo Avenue and other areas throughout the City.  
2. Short term referral to the City Manager and/or designee(s) to present to the City 
Council in 90 days: how to implement the program modeled after the City of Oakland 
Adopt a Spot Program, identify a community based organization to oversee the 
volunteers, know what is needed to adequately implement these efforts, including 
different organizational structure options.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Cheryl Davila, Councilmember, District 2, (510) 981-7120 

 

Action: 3 speakers. M/S/C (Kesarwani/Taplin) to send the item to Council with a 
qualified positive recommendation to take the following action: 
Refer to the City Manager to consider inclusion of homeless encampments in the 
existing “Adopt a Spot” referral to the Public Works Commission and Parks, 
Recreation, and Waterfront Commission once the “Adopt a Spot” program has 
been established 

 Vote: All Ayes.  
 

5. 
 

Requesting the California State Legislature to introduce actions to value 
human life and to condemn racial injustice and police brutality 
From: Councilmember Davila (Author) 
Referred: November 30, 2020 
Due: May 22, 2021 
Recommendation: 1. Adopt a resolution requesting the California State Legislature 
to introduce legislation incorporating recommendations from the community to value 
human life and to condemn racial injustice and police brutality. 
2. Send copies of this resolution to State Assemblymember Buffy Wicks, State 
Senator Nancy Skinner, and Governor Gavin Newsom.  
Financial Implications: None 
Contact: Cheryl Davila, Councilmember, District 2, (510) 981-7120 

Item continued to the next meeting on February 8, 2021.  
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 These items are not scheduled for discussion or action at this meeting.  The Committee may schedule 
these items to the Action Calendar of a future Committee meeting. 

 None 

Items for Future Agendas 

 Discussion of items to be added to future agendas 

 Discussion of future hearings and open forums 

Adjournment

 
Action: M/S/C (Kesarwani/Bartlett) to adjourn the meeting 
Vote: All Ayes 
 
Adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
I hereby certify that this is a true and correct record of the Health, Life Enrichment, 
Equity & Community Committee meeting held on January 25, 2021.  

 
____________________________ 

  April Richardson, Assistant City Clerk

 
 
 

Communications 
Communications submitted to City Council Policy Committees are on file in the City Clerk Department at 
2180 Milvia Street, 1st Floor, Berkeley, CA, and are available upon request by contacting the City Clerk 
Department at (510) 981-6908 or policycommittee@cityofberkeley.info. 

mailto:policycommittee@cityofberkeley.info

