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BERKELEY CITY COUNCIL LAND USE, HOUSING, & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, March 1, 2021 
1:30 PM 

Committee Members:  
Councilmembers Sophie Hahn, Rigel Robinson, and Lori Droste 

Alternate: Councilmember Ben Bartlett 
 

PUBLIC ADVISORY:  THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  
 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 
2020, this meeting of the City Council Land Use, Housing, & Economic Development Committee 
will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom videoconference.   Please be 
advised that pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the health and safety of the public 
by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, there will not be a physical 
meeting location available.   
 
To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android 
device: Use URL https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87963480871.  If you do not wish for your name to 
appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to 
be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon on the screen. 
 
To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 or 1-877-853-5257 (Toll Free) and Enter Meeting ID: 879 
6348 0871. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, press *9 
and wait to be recognized by the Chair.  
 
Written communications submitted by mail or e-mail to the Land Use, Housing, & Economic 
Development Committee by 5:00 p.m. the Friday before the Committee meeting will be distributed 
to the members of the Committee in advance of the meeting and retained as part of the official 
record.  City offices are currently closed and cannot accept written communications in person. 

 
Roll Call: 1:33 pm. Councilmembers Droste, Hahn, and Robinson present.   
 
Minutes for Approval 
 Draft minutes for the Committee's consideration and approval. 
 

1. Minutes - February 18, 2021 
 Action: M/S/C (Hahn/Droste) to approve the February 18, 2021 minutes. 

Vote: All Ayes.  
 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87963480871
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 The public may comment on each item listed on the agenda for action as the item is taken up. The Chair 
will determine the number of persons interested in speaking on each item. Up to ten (10) speakers may 
speak for two minutes. If there are more than ten persons interested in speaking, the Chair may limit the 
public comment for all speakers to one minute per speaker. Speakers are permitted to yield their time to 
one other speaker, however no one speaker shall have more than four minutes. 

Following review and discussion of the items listed below, the Committee may continue an item to a 
future committee meeting, or refer the item to the City Council. 

 
2. 
 

Quadplex Zoning (Item contains revised material.) 
From: Councilmember Droste (Author), Councilmember Taplin (Author), 
Councilmember Kesarwani (Author), Mayor Arreguin (Co-Sponsor) 
Referred: February 8, 2021 
Due: June 29, 2021 
Recommendation:  
1. Refer to the City Manager and Planning Commission revisions to the zoning 
code and General Plan, to require proposed housing developments containing up 
to 4 residential units to be considered ministerially, if the proposed housing 
development meets certain requirements but not limited to:  
-that the proposed housing development would not require demolition or alteration 
of housing that is subject to a recorded covenant, ordinance, or law that restricts 
rents to levels affordable to persons and families of moderate, low, or very low 
income,  
-that the development is not located within a historic district, is not included in the 
State Historic Resources Inventory, or is not within a site that is legally designated 
or listed as a city or county landmark or historic property or district.  
-that the development is not located within particularly vulnerable high fire wildfire 
danger areas, as specified by Cal Fire. 
Additional considerations: 
-Consider a local affordable housing density bonus for deeper affordability in 
certain jobs-rich or transit-oriented areas if a certain percentage of the units are 
affordable to 80% of area median income.  
-Conduct a displacement risk analysis and consider possible ways that zoning 
changes can be crafted to prevent and mitigate negative externalities which could 
affect tenants and low and moderate-income homeowners.  
-Allow for the possibility of existing homes/footprints/zoning envelopes to be divided 
into up to four units, potentially scaling the floor area ratio (FAR) to increase as the 
number of units increase onsite, creating homes that are more affordable, saving 
and lightly modifying an older structure as part of internally dividing it into more than 
one unit.  
Council directs that staff initiate this work immediately and the Planning 
Commission incorporate zoning reform into its 2021 and 2022 work plan to institute 
these changes in anticipation of the Housing Element update. Staff and the 
commission should examine how other cities have prepared for and implemented 
missing middle housing in Minneapolis, Portland, and Sacramento and conduct 
extensive community outreach during the course of this update.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Lori Droste, Councilmember, District 8, (510) 981-7180 
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Councilmember Hahn absent 4:02 p.m. – 4:13 p.m. 
 
Action: M/S/C (Robinson/Droste) to take no action and to request the Agenda 
Committee schedule the item for a special City Council meeting or worksession. 
Vote: Ayes – Droste, Robinson; Noes – None; Abstain – None; Absent – Hahn.   

Items for Future Agendas 
• Discussion of items to be added to future agendas 

Adjournment 
Action: M/S/C (Droste/Robinson) to adjourn the meeting.  
Vote: Ayes – Droste, Robinson; Noes – None; Abstain – None; Absent – Hahn.   

 
Adjourned at 4:13 pm. 

 
I hereby certify that this is a true and correct record of the Land Use, Housing, & 
Economic Development Committee meeting held on March 1, 2021. 
 
_______________________________ 
Sarah K. Bunting, Assistant City Clerk 
 

Communications 
Communications submitted to City Council Policy Committees are on file in the City Clerk Department at 
2180 Milvia Street, 1st Floor, Berkeley, CA, and are available upon request by contacting the City Clerk 
Department at (510) 981-6908 or policycommittee@cityofberkeley.info. 
 

mailto:policycommittee@cityofberkeley.info
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