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BERKELEY CITY COUNCIL FACILITIES, INFRASTRUCTURE, 
TRANSPORTATION, ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 2, 2021 
2:30 PM 

 
Committee Members:  

Councilmembers Terry Taplin, Rigel Robinson, and Kate Harrison 
Alternate: Councilmember Sophie Hahn 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY:  THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH 
VIDEOCONFERENCE AND TELECONFERENCE  
 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Newsom on March 17, 
2020, this meeting of the City Council Facilities, Infrastructure, Transportation, Environment & 
Sustainability Policy Committee will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom 
videoconference.   Please be advised that pursuant to the Executive Order, and to ensure the 
health and safety of the public by limiting human contact that could spread the COVID-19 virus, 
there will not be a physical meeting location available.   
 
To access the meeting remotely using the internet: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android 
device: Use URL https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81029925371. If you do not wish for your name to 
appear on the screen, then use the drop down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to 
be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “raise hand” icon on the screen. 
 
To join by phone: Dial 1-669-900-9128 or 1-877-853-5257 (Toll Free) and Enter Meeting ID: 810 
2992 5371. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, press *9 
and wait to be recognized by the Chair.  
 
Written communications submitted by mail or e-mail to the Facilities, Infrastructure, 
Transportation, Environment & Sustainability Committee by 5:00 p.m. the Friday before the 
Committee meeting will be distributed to the members of the Committee in advance of the meeting 
and retained as part of the official record.  City offices are currently closed and cannot accept 
written communications in person. 
 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81029925371
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MINUTES 
 

Roll Call: 2:37 p.m. All present.  

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Matters: 1 Speaker 
 

Minutes for Approval 
 Draft minutes for the Committee's consideration and approval. 

 

1.  Minutes - May 19, 2021 
Action: M/S/C (Robinson/Taplin) to approve the May 19, 2021 minutes as 
presented. 
Vote: All Ayes 
 
 

Committee Action Items 

 The public may comment on each item listed on the agenda for action as the item is taken up. The Chair 
will determine the number of persons interested in speaking on each item. Up to ten (10) speakers may 
speak for two minutes. If there are more than ten persons interested in speaking, the Chair may limit the 
public comment for all speakers to one minute per speaker. Speakers are permitted to yield their time to 
one other speaker, however no one speaker shall have more than four minutes. 

Following review and discussion of the items listed below, the Committee may continue an item to a future 
committee meeting, or refer the item to the City Council 
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2.  Referral Response: Ordinance Amending Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 
7.52, Reducing Tax Imposed for Qualifying Electrification, Energy Efficiency 
and Water Conservation Retrofits 
From: City Manager 
Referred: July 21, 2020 
Due: September 30, 2021 
Recommendation: 1. Delay adoption of the first reading of an ordinance amending 
the Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Chapter 7.52 to expand the Seismic Transfer 
Tax Rebate Program to include qualifying sustainability and resilience measures, 
and any associated budget requests, until FYE 2022 when more information on 
budget due to COVID-19 response and recovery is available; and 
2. Refer to the City Manager the design of a companion Resilient Homes Equity Pilot 
Program that would provide funding for home retrofit improvements to low-income 
residents.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Jordan Klein, Planning and Development, (510) 981-7400 
 
Action: 2 speakers. Discussion held. M/S/C (Robinson/Taplin) to send the item to 
Council with a qualified positive recommendation to amend the item to establish: a 
two-year Pilot Existing Building Electrification Incentive Program as seed funding, 
inclusive of staff costs, for FY 2022 to assist new homeowners, renters and existing 
homeowners with transition to zero-carbon buildings; and an annual process for the 
Energy (or successor) Commission and the Facilities, Infrastructure, Transportation, 
Environment & Sustainability Policy Committee (FITES), in consultation with 
community groups, to provide input to staff and Council about eligible categories of 
fund expenditures to maximize equitable emissions reductions and impacts for 
eligible households while leaving the mechanism for engaging frontline community 
groups and for carrying out the functions to staff discretion. 
 
Vote: All Ayes  
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3.  Commit the City of Berkeley to a Just Transition from the Fossil Fuel Economy 
From: Councilmember Taplin (Author), Councilmember Bartlett (Co-Sponsor), 
Councilmember Hahn (Co-Sponsor) 
Referred: March 15, 2021 
Due: September 18, 2021 
Recommendation: Adopt a resolution committing the City of Berkeley to a Just 
Transition from the fossil fuel economy and establishing a Just Transition Working 
Group convened by the author and including but not limited to 2 other members of 
the City Council, representatives from the Community Environmental Advisory 
Commission (CEAC), Energy Commission, Zero Waste, Labor Commission, the 
Planning Commission, the Transportation Commission, the Community Health 
Commission, the Youth Commission, and Associated Students of the University of 
California (ASUC), the Ecology Center, as well as labor allies and community 
partners at the UC and in the City of Berkeley.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Terry Taplin, Councilmember, District 2, (510) 981-7120 
 
Action: 2 speakers. Discussion held. Supplemental material was submitted by the 
author. M/S/C (Harrison/Robinson) to send the item to Council with a positive 
recommendation as submitted in the supplemental material and further revised to 
include a recommendation that all Council reports related to climate include a just 
transition section. 
Vote: All Ayes 

 

Unscheduled Items 

 These items are not scheduled for discussion or action at this meeting.  The Committee may schedule 
these items to the Action Calendar of a future Committee meeting. Pursuant to Appendix D of the City 
Council Rules of Procedure and Order related to Temporary Rules for Policy Committees the deadline to 
take action on some items on the Unscheduled list may be postponed. 

 

4.  Refer to the City Manager to Prioritize Establishment of Impact/Mitigation Fees 
to Address Disproportionate Private and Public Utility Impact to the Public 
Right of Way 
From: Councilmember Harrison (Author) 
Referred: February 22, 2021 
Due: July 12, 2021 
Recommendation: In order to ensure equitable support of the public right of way by 
private and public entities that use City facilities, refer to the City Manager and City 
Attorney to prioritize the following in consultation with the Facilities, Infrastructure, 
Transportation, Environment, & Sustainability Committee:  
1. establish impact and/or mitigation fees to address disproportionate private impacts 
to the public right of way, such as our roads and utility poles; and 
2. establish transfers between sewer, waste, or other utilities as appropriate to 
address impacts to the public right of way.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Kate Harrison, Councilmember, District 4, (510) 981-7140 
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5.  Adopt an Ordinance Adding a Chapter 11.62 to the Berkeley Municipal Code to 
Regulate Plastic Bags at Retail and Food Service Establishments 
From: Councilmembers Harrison and Hahn 
Referred: November 25, 2019 
Due: July 30, 2021 
Recommendation: Adopt an ordinance adding a Chapter 11.62 to the Berkeley 
Municipal Code to regulate plastic bags at retail and food service establishments.  
Financial Implications: See report 
Contact: Kate Harrison, Councilmember, District 4, (510) 981-7140 

Items for Future Agendas 

• None 

Adjournment 

Action: M/S/C (Robinson/Taplin) to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote: All Ayes 

Adjourned at 3:07 p.m.  

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct record of the Facilities, Infrastructure, 
Transportation, Environment & Sustainability Committee meeting held on June 2, 2021.  

 

________________________________  

Michael MacDonald, Assistant City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 

Communications 
Communications submitted to City Council Policy Committees are on file in the City Clerk Department at 
2180 Milvia Street, 1st Floor, Berkeley, CA, and are available upon request by contacting the City Clerk 
Department at (510) 981-6908 or policycommittee@cityofberkeley.info. 

mailto:policycommittee@cityofberkeley.info

