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PARKS AND WATERFRONT COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, July 10, 2024, 7:00 P.M., Frances Albrier Community Center, 2800 Park St 
 

Minutes - Approved 
The Commissions may discuss any items listed on the agenda, but may take action only on items 
identified as Action.   
 

1. Call to Order (Chair).  7:15pm. 
2. Roll Call (Secretary).  Present:  Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Ranuzzi; Wozniak;  

Absent:  Cox; Kawczynska, Lee. 
3. Land Acknowledgement was provided. 
4. Action:  Approval of Agenda (Chair).  M/S/C and to move Item 11 to Item 8 

(Hurtado/Abshez/U):  Ayes:  Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  
none. 

5. Action:  Approval of Minutes for June 12, 2024 (Chair).*  M/S/C with corrections 
(Wozniak/Ranuzzi/U):  Ayes:  Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  
none. 

6. Public Comment.  a) Steve Tracy, better garbage receptacles. 
7. Chair’s Report. (Diehm).  Commissioner Wozniak’s last meeting (Diehm). 
8. Discussion/Action:  Berkeley Stormwater Master Plan Project (Diehm).*  

Public comment:  a) Susan Schwartz, Berkeley Stormwater Master Plan; b) Toni 
Mester, Berkeley drainage plan; c) Alison LaBonte, Stormwater Plan.  The 
commission M/S/C (Diehm/Ranuzzi/U) to send commissioner Diehm’s 
communication to the three commissions and Council and to authorize the chair 
or vice-chair to speak at the Transportation and Infrastructure (TIC) commission.  
Ayes:  Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  none. 

9. Discussion/Action:  Council referral to designate Planter to Honor Ms. 
Richie Smith (Miller).*  M/S/C (Ranuzzi/Wozniak/U) to recommend that Council 
officially name the raised concrete planter bed on the southeast corner of Alcatraz 
Street and Adeline Ave in honor of Richie Brook-Cole Smith (“Ms. Richie”).  Ayes:  
Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  none. 

10. Discussion:  Recent Community Survey of City needs and potential ballot 
measures for November 2024 (Diehm).1  Update was provided by 
Commissioner Wozniak. 

11. Discussion/Action:  2024 Update to Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (Diehm).2  
The commission M/S/C (Diehm/Ranuzzi/U) to send commissioner Diehm’s 
communication to the LHMP comment email at mitigation@berkeleyca.gov.  Ayes:  
Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  none. 

12. Information Reports:  Recent PRW Council Reports.* 

                                                 
1 See Council Report on June 14, 2024 at https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-06-
14%20Special%20Item%2002%20Community%20Survey%20Results%20and%20Direction.pdf 
 
2 See Item 13. LHMP Update on pp. 16-38 in the June 12, 2024 PRW Commission agenda at:  
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/legislative-body-meeting-agendas/PRW%20AGND%202024-06-
12_1.pdf 
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13. Future Agenda Items:  Honor the Summer 2024 3x3 basketball tournament 
winners; Public Art in Aquatic Park (Lavvorn); PRW Commission Workplan 2024; 
Citywide Accessibility Plan; Locations for Dog Parks. 

14. Communications.*   Mental Health Services Act FY25 Annual Update flyer.  
15. Next PRW Commission meeting:  Wednesday, September 11, 2024. 
16. Adjournment. 9:00pm. 

* document is attached to agenda packet and on the commission website. 
**  document will be provided at the meeting 

 
• Commissioners in attendance:  5 of 7 appointed. 
• Public in attendance:  4 
• Public speakers:  4 

 
 
 
 
 
 









PROCLAMATION FOR GORDON WOZNIAK FROM THE  

BERKELEY PARKS, RECREATION, AND WATERFRONT COMMISSION 

WHEREAS, Gordon Wozniak served on the City’s Parks & Recreation Commission in the 

late 1990s, the Berkeley City Council (District 8) for three terms in the 2000s, served on 

the Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront Commission for the past two terms through 2024, 

helped the City pass the $100M Measure T1 infrastructure bond of 2016, served on the 

City’s Vision 2050 Task Force, and his wife Evie served on the City’s Waterfront 

Commission in the mid 1970s; and 

WHEREAS, Gordon has truly enjoyed working with both staff and fellow commissioners 

to improve the City's parks and recreations facilities that make Berkeley a great place to 

live and raise a family; and 

WHEREAS, the Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront Commission and the residents of 

Berkeley have benefitted greatly from his wisdom and experience, his dry humor, and his 

unique approach as a physicist to analyze public problems and develop creative solutions 

and consensus with great logic, rationality, and fairness for all; and  

WHEREAS, Gordon has spent countless hours researching and dialoging obscure City 

budgeting practices, digging into poorly-understood City trash collection systems, 

bulldozing through complex development impact fee matrices, galloping through high 

drama issues in arcane public taxation and public finance, diving deeply into solutions for 

state tideland and Waterfront issues that are drowning in debt, and dancing deftly through 

our multitude of political issues that suffer from a feast of public opinions and a famine of 

public dollars; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront Commission, as well as 

City staff and Berkeley residents, will miss him terribly, will reluctantly release him from 

the greatest of joys and the heaviest of burdens that are borne by his role as a public 

servant as a Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront Commissioner, and wish him and his family 

all the best for years to come.   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront 

Commissioners do hereby proclaim July 10, 2024, as a special day honoring our dear 

friend and colleague, the esteemed Gordon Wozniak. 

Commissioner Allan Abshez 

Commissioner Brennan Cox 

Commissioner Erin Diehm 

Commissioner Alyssa Hurtado 

Commissioner Reichi Lee 

Commissioner Claudia Kawczynska 

Commissioner Gianara Ranuzzi 

PRW Director Scott Ferris 

PRW Deputy Director Christina Erickson 

PRW Commission Secretary Roger Miller 
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