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PARKS, RECREATION, AND WATERFRONT COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025, 7:00 P.M. 

Frances Albrier Community Center - auditorium 
2800 Park Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Minutes - Draft 

• The Commissions may discuss any items listed on the agenda, but may take action only on items identified as
Action.

• Public Comment on agenda items shall be heard at each item (2 minutes per speaker).

1. Call to Order (Chair): 7:15pm.
2. Roll Call (Secretary): Present: Abshez; Cardile; Cox; Diehm; Hurtado; Kawczynska;

Rybczynski.
3. Land Acknowledgement:  The City of Berkeley recognizes that the community we live in was built on the

territory of xučyun (Huchiun (Hooch-yoon)), the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-
speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) people, the ancestors and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of
Alameda County.This land was and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and
descendants of the Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we acknowledge and honor the original
inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year history of a vibrant community at the West Berkeley
Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue to reside in the East Bay. We recognize that Berkeley’s
residents have and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of this unceded stolen land since the City of
Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878. As stewards of the laws regulating the City of Berkeley, it is not only vital that
we recognize the history of this land, but also recognize that the Ohlone people are present members of
Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. The City of Berkeley will continue to build relationships with
the Lisjan Tribe and to create meaningful actions that uphold the intention of this land acknowledgement.

4. Action: Approval of Agenda (Abshez) and move item 9 before item 7. (M/S/C: Hurtado/
Rybczynski/ U): Abshez; Cardile; Cox; Diehm; Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski; Noes:
none.

5. Action: Approval of Minutes for Thursday, March 12, 2025 (Abshez).* (M/S/C: Diehm/
Abshez/ U): Abshez; Cardile; Cox; Diehm; Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski; Noes: none.

6. Public Comment (2 min each). a) Paul Kamen, SB71; b) Steve Tracy, item 11; c) Gina
Rieger, garbage in parks; d) Robin Margini, swimming at Waterfront; e) Phyllis Ritchie, Paul
Kamen, Dragonboats parking; f) Doug Yamamoto, Waterfront; g) Ellie Jander, District 3 seat;

7. Chair’s Report. (Abshez). Aquatic Park grant.
8. Director’s Report: Update on special events, community engagement, capital and

maintenance projects, forestry, and recreation (Ferris).**
9. Presentation:  Youth Sports Fields Programs (Ferris).** Presentation was made.
10. Discussion/Action: PRW Commission Tour of City Parks on Wednesday, April 10, 2015,

8:30am (Ferris).**
11. Discussion/Action: Alternative Housing Options for People Experiencing Homelessness

Item for April 15 from Councilmember O’Keefe (Abshez).*  See link at:
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/legislative-body-meeting-
attachments/Item%2022%20-%20Alternative%20Housing%20Options%20REVISED.pdf.
Public comment: Carol Marasovic.

12. Discussion: Update on Doubletree Hotel (Ferris). Covered in item 8. Public comment: Carol
Marasovic, Jim McGrath.

13. Discussion/Action: Commission review of outline for Cesar Chavez Park Conceptual Plan
process (Abshez).* The Commission took action to send a report to Council as presented
with the following amendments: add ADA expert; solicit input from other Commissions; strike
“for the renewal of”; and add that Commission will collaborate with Michael Boland to
generate an initial list of names for appointment to the ReVisioning team. (M/S/C: Cardile/
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Rybczynski/ U): Abshez; Cardile; Cox; Diehm; Hurtado; Rybczynski; Noes: none; Abstain: 
Kawczynska. Public comment: Naomi Friedman, Martin Nicolaus. 

14. Discussion/Action: Update on Commission efforts to support the City’s consideration of
adopting a Parks Impact Fee (Abshez).

15. Information Reports: Recent PRW Council Reports.*
16. Future Agenda Items: Update on Waterfront Specific Plan; Public Art in Aquatic Park

(Lavvorn); Citywide Accessibility Plan; Locations for Dog Parks; Dog subcommittee.
17. Communications. a) N. Friedman, 2025-03-24; b) D. Lee, 2025-03-15.
18. Next PRW Commission meeting: Wednesday, May 14, 2025.
19. Adjournment. 9:28pm. (M/S/C: Rybczynski/ Kawczynska/ U): Abshez; Cardile; Cox; Diehm;

Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski; Noes: none.
* document is attached to agenda packet and on the commission website.
** document will be provided at the meeting.
• Commissioners in attendance: 7 of 7 appointed.

• Public in attendance: 21

• Public speakers: 12
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Item #8-Waterfront EV Wifi Event-handout
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Item #9-Sports Presentation-handout
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Item #10-Comm Tour-2025-04-10-handout
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