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/ CITY °F PARKS, RECREATION, AND WATERFRONT COMMISSION
- Regular Meeting
Wednesday, July 9, 2025, 7:00 P.M.
Frances Albrier Community Center - auditorium
2800 Park Street, Berkeley, CA 94702

Minutes - Draft

e The Commissions may discuss any items listed on the agenda, but may take action only on items identified as
Action.

e Public Comment on agenda items shall be heard at each item (2 minutes per speaker).

1. Call to Order (Chair).

2. Roll Call (Secretary). Present: Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Nash; Rybczynski; Absent: Cardile
(LOA).

3. Land Acknowledgement: See link below."

4. Action: Approval of Agenda (ltem 8 is held over until September) (M/S/C:
Rybczynski/Hurtado/U) Ayes: Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Nash; Rybczynski; Noes: none;
Absent: Cardile (LOA).

5. Action: Approval of Minutes for Thursday, June 11, 2025 (Abshez).* (M/S/C: Nash/
Rybczynski/ U) Ayes: Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado; Nash; Rybczynski; Noes: none; Absent:
Cardile (LOA).

6. Public Comment (2 min each). a) Naomi Friedman, dog parks; b) Kelly Hammargren,
CEQA and parking and housing.

7. Chair’s Report/Discussion: Commissioner Nash introduction (Abshez); Commissioner
Kawcyznska has resigned memo (Abshez); CEQA Impacts mainly on housing (Abshez).
Chair Abshez appointed the following to the new dog parks subcommittee (Hurtado; Nash);
Chair Abshez appointed the following to the new parks impact fee subcommittee (Abshez;
Nash; Rybcyznski).

8. Presentation: Honoring 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament Winners and Sponsors (Ferris). This
item was held over until September 2025.

9. Director’s Report: Update on special events, community engagement, capital and
maintenance projects, forestry, recreation (Ferris). Update was provided.

10.Discussion/Action: M/S/C (Abshez/Diehm/U) to appoint Commissioner Rybczynski as the
liaison to the Civic Arts panel on art for the MLK project. Ayes: Abshez; Diehm; Hurtado;
Nash; Rybczynski; Noes: none; Absent: Cardile (LOA).

11.Discussion/Action: Measure T1 Phase 2 adjustments (Ferris).* Update was provided.

12.Discussion/Action: Update on New and Proposed Waterfront Fees and Schedule (Ferris).
Update was provided.

13.Information Reports: Recent PRW Council Reports.*

14.Future Agenda Items: Adeline Area dog park landscaping; Public Art in Aquatic Park
(Lavvorn); Citywide Accessibility Plan; Dog Parks locations.

15. Communications.

16.Next PRW Commission meeting: Wednesday, September 10, 2025.

17.Adjournment. 9:30pm.

* document is attached to agenda packet and on the commission website.
** document will be provided at the meeting.
e Commissioners in attendance: 5 of 5 appointed.

e Public in attendance: 2 Public speakers: 2

' Text of the City of Berkeley Land Acknowledgement: https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/legislative-
body-meeting-agendas/SSCOC%20Agenda%20and%20Memorandum%20July%202%2C%202025.pdf
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July eGull Newsletter

From Golden Gate Bird Alliance <communications@goldengatebirds.org>
Date Tue 7/1/2025 8:00 PM

To  erindiehm@hotmail.com <erindiehm@hotmail.com>

Monthly Newsletter

The Willard Park Clubhouse, which opened up last Wednesday, June 25, is
the first Berkeley city building to feature bird-safe glass. GGBA Board President
Chris Tarr spoke at the official ribbon cutting ceremony, highlighting the
significance of including bird-safe windows in the project’s final design and what
it means not only for birds in the Bay Area, but also for the next generation who
are sure to take advantage of the new community space.
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With an estimated billion birds deaths from building collisions in the U.S. alone,
this local development marks an amazing step forward toward a safer future for

birds here at home.

Erin Diehm GGBA Bird Advocate and City Of Berkeley Parks, Recreation. and Waterfront Commission Member

As one of the lead advocacy groups for Berkeley’s current Bird-Safe Building
Ordinance passed in 2023, we are excited to share this local news. Thank you to
all of those involved in pushing for bird-safe glass at the new Willard Park
Clubhouse, including GGBA member Erin Diehm who advocated on behalf of
birds through her role as a member of the City of Berkeley’s Parks, Recreation,

and Waterfront Commission.

~ Our Blog

Ridgway’s Rail / Alan Krakauer

Our Latest Blog

The Man-Made Mess

of Meeker Slough
By Ryan Nakano and Jeni Schmedding

As the sky awakens at Meeker Slough, a
beautiful array of colors backdrop the
channeled saltwater marsh. The morning
calls and the elusive and endangered
Ridgway’s Rail respond with a round of
applause, “Kek kek kek kek” as if to
acknowledge each new dawn as nothing
short of a miracle.
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