


PARKS AND WATERFRONT COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024, 7:00 P.M., Frances Albrier Community Ctr, Auditorium

Minutes – Draft 

The Commissions may discuss any items listed on the agenda, but may take action only on 
items identified as Action.   

1. Call to Order (Chair).  7pm.
2. Roll Call (Secretary).  Present:  Abshez; Cox; Diehm; Lee; Kawczynska; Ranuzzi; 

Wozniak; Absent:  Hurtado.
3. Land Acknowledgement:  The City of Berkeley recognizes that the community we live 

in was built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun (Hooch-yoon)), the ancestral and unceded 
land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) people, the ancestors 
and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of Alameda County. This land was and 
continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and descendants of the 
Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we acknowledge and honor the original 
inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year history of a vibrant community at the 
West Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue to reside in the East Bay. 
We recognize that Berkeley’s residents have and continue to benefit from the use and 
occupation of this unceded stolen land since the City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878. 
As stewards of the laws regulating the City of Berkeley, it is not only vital that we recognize 
the history of this land, but also recognize that the Ohlone people are present members of 
Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. The City of Berkeley will continue to build 
relationships with the Lisjan Tribe and to create meaningful actions that uphold the intention 
of this land acknowledgement.

4. Action:  Approval of Agenda (Chair) (M/S/C:  Kawczynska/Ranuzzi/U):  Ayes: 
Abshez; Cox; Diehm; Lee; Kawczynska; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  None; Absent: 
Hurtado.

5. Action:  Approval of Minutes for November 8, 2023 (Chair).*  (M/S/C:
Diehm/Wozniak/U):  Ayes:  Abshez; Cox; Diehm; Lee; Kawczynska; Ranuzzi; 
Wozniak; Noes:  None; Absent:  Hurtado.

6. Public Comment.  a) Steve Tracy, better trash containers; b) Gina Rieger, Trash 
container problem; c) Paul Kamen, Ferry Plan; d) Virginia Browning, Marina Plan 
Item 16; e) Jim McGrath, Parking RFP; f) Kelly Hammargren, Draft minutes and 
issues regarding renaming the Pier.

7. Chair’s Report.  A ribbon-cutting was held on Dec 1 at the Waterfront for variety of 
projects (Kawczynska); See page 18 in agenda re: Nature Grass Restoration 
Project at Cesar Chavez Park (Kawczynska); See page 17 in agenda re: link to 
DropBox recording of 11-09-2023 commission meeting (Kawcyznska); $300k was 
allocated from Council for design of Dreamland park at Aquatic Park
(Kawcyznska); See page 38 in agenda re: NY Times article from Cal ecologist on 
urban wildlife and redlining.

8. Director’s Report (Ferris): PRW Divisions: Recreation; Parks; Waterfront; Capital; 
Budget.  Update was provided.

9. Discussion/Action:  Approval of the 2024 PRW Commission meeting calendar 
(chair).*  (M/S/C:  Kawczynska/Cox/U):  Ayes:  Abshez; Cox; Diehm; Lee; 
Kawczynska; Ranuzzi; Wozniak; Noes:  None; Absent:  Hurtado.

10.Discussion:  Inclusionary Playgrounds (Cox).  Presentation was provided.





11.  Discussion:  Waterfront projects ribbon-cutting and APWA Women in 
Construction video (Ferris).*  Videos were presented.

12.  Discussion:  New City Parks (Ferris).  Update was provided.
13.  Discussion/Action:  Issues of Trash Pickup in Parks (Kawczynska). A 

discussion was held.  Item to be placed on agenda for February commission 
meeting.

14.  Discussion/Action:  Updates to Waiver of Berth Fees Reso No. 66,544-N.S.
(Ferris).*  A discussion was held.  Item to be placed on agenda for February 
commission meeting.  Public Comment:  a) Sam Reifsnyder, Bay Area Kayak Polo 
Club.

15.  Discussion:  Upcoming Waterfront Parking Study (Kawcyznska).*  A 
discussion was held.

16.  Discussion:  Update on Waterfront Specific Plan (Ferris).  Update was 
provided.

17.  Information:  Recent Council Reports.*
18.  Future Agenda Items:  Election of Officers; Public Art in Aquatic Park (Lavvorn); 

Priorities for parks capital projects FY2023-24; PRW Commission Workplan 2024; 
Parks Development Fee; Citywide Accessibility Plan; Berth Fee Waivers for 
community service organizations; Locations for Dog Parks.

19.Communications.*a) Communication with a link to the 11/8/2024 PRW Comm mtg recording 
(Kawczynska); b) Native Grass Restoration Project on 12-09-23, Cesar Chavez Park,
(Kawczynska); c) Gordon Stout Ltr, 01-02-2024; d) Martin Nicolaus ltr, 11-27-2023; e) NY Times, 
Redlining and urban biodiversity, 01-03-2024 (Kawczynska); f) PRW Commission Report to 
Council Requesting Community Survey of Parks Tax Increase (Kawczynska/ Wozniak), 
12-12-2023.

20.  Next PRW Commission meeting: Wednesday, Feburary14, 2024 (in-person).
21.  Adjournment:  9:30pm.

* document is attached to agenda packet and on the commission website.
**  document will be provided at the meeting.

• Commissioners in attendance:  7 of 8 appointed.

• Public in attendance:  10

• Public speakers:  5

*Note:  For any handouts distributed at the meeting, please see below.

https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/boards-commissions/parks-recreation-and-waterfront-commission
https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/boards-commissions/parks-recreation-and-waterfront-commission























