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PARKS, RECREATION AND WATERFRONT COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, March 12, 2025, 7:00 P.M., Frances Albrier Community Center, 2800 Park St 

Minutes - Draft 
The Commissions may discuss any items listed on the agenda, but may take action only on items identified as 
Action.   

1. Call to Order (Chair): pm
2. Roll Call (Secretary): Present: Abshez; Cox; Diehm; Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski;

Absent: Cardile.
3. Land Acknowledgement.
4. Action: Approval of Agenda and move the two presentation items (becomes 8 and 9) to

before Chairs Report (Chair). (M/S/C: Kawczynska/ Rybczynski/ U): Abshez; Cox; Diehm;
Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski; Noes:  none;  Absent: Cardile.

5. Action:  Approval of Minutes for February 13, 2025 (Chair).* (M/S/C: Cox/Kawczynska/
U): Abshez; Cox; Diehm; Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski; Noes:  none;  Absent:
Cardile.

6. Public Comment: a) Tom Colton, East Dock; b) Jonathan Luskin, East Dock, c) Ellen
Simms, East Dock; d) Gordon Stout; Broken Dock, e) Andrew Sullivan, East Dock, f) Julie
Allen, Marina Dock, g) Paul Kamen, Berther Parking Permits; h) Cathleen Fogel, Closure
of Pier at South Cove; i) Adam SaintPrix, Pier/Ferry Plan; j) Cheong Tseng, Berkeley
Marina Dock, k) David Hermele, Dock/Access, l) Dom Cabrera, Berkeley Marina
Recreation Access Plans, etc., m) Kirk Van Moon, East Pier Closure, n) Tinne Aerts, Third
Dock, o) Laural Hermes, waste pickup; p) Martin Nicolaus, Chavez Park; q) Jim McGrath,
docks maintenance; r) Noah Sudarsky, Dock Closure; s) Bill Fife, new swimmer.

7. Chair’s Report. (Abshez). This item became items 8 and 9 below.
8. Presentation: Recognition of Youthworks staff and program (Ferris).  Presentation was

made by YouthWorks and Resolution was read by Commissioner Rybczynski.
9. Presentation: Recognition of Donor for Solano-Peralta Park Renovation (Ferris).

Presentation was made and the Kane family spoke.
10.  Director’s Report: Update on special events, community engagement, capital and

maintenance projects, forestry, and recreation.  Presentation was made by S Ferris.
Nelson Lam provided information about the plan to repair the East Dock and the ADA
Gangway at the Middle Dock.

11.  Discussion/Action: PRW Commission Workplan on Parks Impact Fee (Abshez).
Presentation was made.

12.  Discussion/Action: Request the Council to direct the City Manager to create the Cesar
Chavez Park Vision Committee for the Conceptual Plan process (Abshez).  Discussion
was held.
Public Comment:  a) Paul Kamen, b) Kelly Hammargren, c) Jim McGrath.
The Commission took action to send a report to Council requesting that Council direct the
City Manager to begin the formation of a committee for the Cesar Chavez Park Vision
Concept with direction from the PRW Commission for the following:  a) the names of
potential committee members, b) the types and frequency of committee meetings, c) the
committee will present to the PRW Commission often and prior to the committee
presenting to Council with their final recommendations. M/S/C (Cox/Hurtado) Ayes:
Abshez; Cox; Hurtado; Kawczynska; Rybczynski; Noes: none; Abstain:  Diehm.

13.  Presentation/Discussion: Update on Pier-Ferry Project and Parking Study (McNulty).*
Presentation was provided.  Public Comment:  a) Tom Yamaguchi, b) Paul Kamen, c)
Chris Stratton, d) Tom Coltman, e) Ellen Braithwaite, f) Gordon Stout, g) Ellen Simms, h)
Andrew Talbot, i) Jim McGrath, parking study.
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14. Information Reports*: Recent PRW Council Reports.
15. Future Agenda Items: Update on Waterfront Specific Plan; Public Art in Aquatic Park

(Lavvorn); Citywide Accessibility Plan; Locations for Dog Parks; Dog subcommittee.
16. Communications. a) G Stout, 3-7-2025; b) N Sudarsky, 3-6-25; c) R Ofsevit, 3-7-2025.
17. Next PRW Commission meeting:  Wednesday, April 9, 2025.
18. Adjournment:  11:00pm.

* document is attached to agenda packet and on the commission website.
**  document will be provided at the meeting.

• Commissioners in attendance:  6 of 7 appointed.

• Public in attendance: 35

• Public speakers: 31
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Youthworks Program 
Draft Resolution 

WHEREAS, the overarching objective of Berkeley’s Youthworks Program is to ensure that all 
youth and young adults in Berkeley have access to educational resources and culturally 
responsive training, that they acquire essential life skills for self-sufficiency, and that they 
succeed in their professional endeavors, careers, and adult lives.   

WHEREAS, since 1970 YouthWorks has focused on undeserved Berkeley youth between the 
ages of 14 and 25 who are encountering socio-economic and educational barriers, such as 
youth who speak English as a second language, those involved in the foster care or juvenile 
justice systems, young parents, and individuals with disabilities. 

WHEREAS, for many young people, YouthWorks provides their first chance to develop work 
habits, basic job skills, and an understanding of workplace expectations.  

WHEREAS, Berkeley’s YouthWorks Program seeks to enhance the learning skills, life skills, 
professionalism, contribution, and sense of self-care in all of its thousands of participants. 

WHEREAS, YouthWorks provides mentors and creates a network of peers and mentors for 
future support that are invaluable resources to its participants. 

WHEREAS, 300 Youth participate in YouthWorks per calendar year. They have worked over 
33,000 paid hours so far in this fiscal year with worksite partners that include Waterside 
Workshops, CoB Fire, YMCA, Ecology Center, BUSD LEARNS, Super Science Saturdays, 
Biotech labs, BCC, COB Rent Board, BUSD RISE, Healthy Black Families, BYA, and Youth 
Equity Partnership. 

WHEREAS, the success of YouthWorks would not be possible without the passion and 
commitment of the City of Berkeley’s Community Service Staff who dedicate their working days 
to the principle that “In the heart of every young person lies the potential for greatness.” 

NOW THEREFORE, on behalf the thousands of youth who have had their lives and futures 
enriched through participation in the City of Berkeley’s YouthWorks program, and on behalf of 
the entire Berkeley community which lifts itself up when we lift up our youth, the Berkeley Parks 
Recreation and Waterfront Commission hereby recognizes, honors and takes a deep bow to our 
Community Service Staff that coordinates and manages the YouthWorks program. 

Handout 
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Photo - Youthworks participants and staff, and the PRW Commissioners, 3/12/2025 
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